SUBJECT: Testimony on last-minute changes to HB 472
Dear Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the
Senate General Government Committee

Until today, HB472 was a bipartisan bill that would waive ID and birth certificate fees for
homeless Ohioans. Suddenly you are springing a completely different bill on us with less than
24-hour notice? And a bill that is definitely not bipartisan, definitely makes voting harder, and
definitely is dangerous - exposing personal information in ways that have no clear path for
protection. And on top of that, it’s stupid. I’'m a poll worker, and when someone presents their
ID, | look at their picture and | look at their face. Exactly what good does that voter ID copy
provide in an absentee ballot? Which already requires unique personal data like the last 4
numbers of a person’s social security card?

This bill is not needed because Ohio’s elections are already secure. Secretary of

State LaRose has stated this multiple times. Ohio law requires each county board of elections
to perform a post-election audit after every statewide election. For the May 5 primary, LaRose
required counties to audit the Republican primary for governor, the Democratic primary for
attorney general, and one countywide race to audit. According to the Clermont County Board
of Elections, its audit, which involved going back and counting actual ballots, showed that the
official election results reported by the Clermont County Board of Elections were 100%
accurate. So what is this bill trying to do? Besides furthering the president’s objective of
undermining election integrity and trying to eliminate absentee ballots. | ask you to please
respect Ohio voters and the legislative process, and DO NOT let HB 472 pass this committee
in this rushed manner, especially without any real time for discussion or debate.

Ron Warner



