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Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate General 
Government Committee, 
 
Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Sheryl McMillen. I am a lifelong Ohioan and 
currently live in Summit County. I am strongly opposed to the changes being made to HB 472. 
 
Very late in the day yesterday, language was added to Sub. HB 472 - which started as a bipartisan effort 
to make ID’s available at no cost to people who are homeless - requiring voters who vote by absentee 
ballot to produce a photo ID.  
 
Plain and simple, this new addition to HB 472 will make it harder to vote absentee, especially for those 
who are homebound, do not have computers and printers of the ability to take photos with their phones 
and figure out how to submit the ID with either the absentee ballot application or the actual ballot. 
 
I have an elderly aunt who lives in another part of the state. She takes pride in the fact that she votes in 
every election, but she is homebound and does not own a computer or a printer. And she has no idea 
how to take photos, and would not be able to submit it with an application or ballot, even if she could 
take a photo. 
 
If this bill is passed my aunt will be unable to vote for the first time in decades. I ask you to NOT let HB 
472 pass this committee. Please prevent my aunt, and countless other Ohioans from being 
disenfranchised. 
 
Thank you. 


