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Chairman Roegner, Vice-Chairman Gavaronne, Ranking Member Blacksheer, Jr. and Members of 

the Committee, 

My name is Janine Migden-Ostrander.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  My comments 

are both procedural and substantive.   

With respect to the procedure, I learned about the amendments to HB 472 Bill at 11 pm last 

night in an email from a friend.  The official notice received at 4:47 yesterday, near the close of 

the workday, and after hours for some, stated: 

 

There was nothing here to alert the public that the Bill had been amended and further that the 

amendments resembled nothing like the description of this lengthy bill.  The notice further 

required that testimony be filed by 2 pm, less than 24 hours to digest the material.  This process 

does not give people ample time or notice to read, analyze and respond.  Many people, like 

myself will, but it is not with the time and attention we would ordinarily like to devote to 

testimony on such an important issue such as our Constitutional right to vote.  I understand the 

session is drawing to a close and that you want to get things done, but your rushed agenda 

should not be the people’s agenda.  The legislature should have planned better.  This is not the 

way to run a democracy. 

As to the substance of this bill which places yet again, another roadblock to access voting, the 

amendments should die on the vine and not be considered.  SHB 472 would impact mail in 

voting by many of your constituents who rely on it.  This includes disabled Ohioan; poor, rural 

Ohioans who have to pay high gas prices to drive long distances to vote; Ohioans living 

overseas, among many others.   

Adding a photo ID is not necessary when Ohioans are already required to provide other 

personally identifying information on their mail-in ballots such as their drivers’ license numbers.  

To meet the requirements of this proposed law, Ohioans seeking to mail in ballots must do the 

following: 

• Find a scanner 

• Learn how to use a scanner 

• Likely pay to scan and print a copy of their ID 



• Trust the mail enough to mail a copy of their photo ID to their county Board of Elections 

along with their ballot 

There is a cost to do this and that amounts to a poll tax, which is unconstitutional. Further, with 

all the hoops you have to go through, a person who relies on mail-in ballots might well conclude 

that it is easier to vote in person or just not vote at all.  If they choose to vote in person, the 

question is whether the board of elections is accessible to get to, (where I live in Delaware 

County, it is a 30-minute drive) and whether it is open at times that the voter can go.  Again, this 

begs the question of what a disabled person or a person without a ready means of 

transportation can do. For someone who is ill, standing in line on election day may not be an 

option. 

This is yet another example of a solution in search of a problem.  Evidence of problems, fraud, 

etc. with mail-in ballots just haven’t been demonstrated.  Saying it’s a problem without 

evidence doesn’t make it a problem.  To further back this in Ohio, Republicans – who are the 

ones supporting this - have won all the statewide elections and a large majority of the local 

elections.  Where’s the problem? 

Disenfranchising people from their right to vote is simply Unamerican. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify and for your consideration of my testimony. 
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