
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate 
General Government Committee, 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is  Ann Wennberg.   I am an Ohio citizen who is 
deeply concerned about how this bill will impact elderly Ohioan’s. I am strongly opposed to the 
changes being made to HB 472. 

My recently deceased elderly mother voted in all Ohio elections.  She was a strong proponent of civic 
engagement.  As my mother aged, she stopped driving and no longer needed an Ohio driver’s 
license.   Due to disabilities, she stopped traveling and no longer needed her passport. Eventually my  
mother required a wheelchair which required a van for transport, so mail in voting was better for her.   

She never stopped voting because she could do mail in voting with the last 4 digits of her Social 
Security number.   I am aware that I could have taken her to get an Ohio ID card, but why change 
something that is already working. Ohio already has a very secure and robust voting system, why 
change it.   Many of the residents of her assisted living community utilized absentee vote by mail like 
she did.  Many elderly do not have family members who could or would help them get an Ohio photo 
ID that would be required by this change.  

I wish that my mother was still alive so that you could explain to her why you are making it harder for 
elderly people to vote.   

I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do NOT let HB 472 pass this committee 
without and real time for discussion and debate.  
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