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Chair Manchester, Vice Chair Brenner, Ranking Member Weinstein, and members of the 
committee, thank you for the opportunity to give proponent testimony on House Bill 29, a bill that 
will return dignity to women who are incarcerated.  My name is Kimberly Jordan and I represent 
Building Freedom Ohio, a statewide organization of people in Ohio who have been impacted by 
the criminal justice system.   
 
I served 35 and half years and 24 days inside Ohio’s incarceration system.  And I know first 
hand how important House Bill 29 is to the women who spend even one night behind bars.  I 
have witnessed my fellow peers begging for sanitary napkins and being told to wait for the next 
shift.  We were never guaranteed access to sanitary napkins or tampons.  I’ve heard staff say, 
“How bad do you need those pads?”.  Which is disturbing because we should not have to beg or 
barter to receive a necessity.   
 
If you are fortunate enough to have family buy you sanitary napkins or tampons and the prison 
is short on their own supply of these items, the staff will go into your locker and take your supply 
and distribute them to others who need them.   
 
It's very common for women to sell their food for pads and tampons.  There are often no size 
options; you are just negotiating for the bare minimum protection.  You are not guaranteed a 
shower while incarcerated no matter how much you have bled or need to clean yourself.  This 
prevents women from having basic dignity.  We want dignity for all people no matter what their 
background displays.  Dignity shouldn’t have a criteria.   
 
I ask that you support House Bill 29 and vote yes so incarcerated women will no longer have to 
beg, borrow, or negotiate for their menstrual products.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on behalf of the voiceless  today and I would be happy to 
answer any of your questions.   


