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Chair Manchester, Vice-Chair Brenner, Ranking Member Weinstein, and members of the Senate
Government Oversight and Reform Committee, thank you for the opportunity to offer proponent
testimony on House Bill 29. My name is Marsha Forson, and I am an Associate Director with
the Catholic Conference of Ohio. The Conference is the official voice of the Catholic Church in
Ohio on matters of public policy. We would like to thank Representatives Humphrey and John
for introducing this important bipartisan bill. We are grateful for its unanimous passage in the
House of Representatives.

Compelled by our belief in the inviolable dignity of every person (a dignity that no fault, crime,
or sin can erase), we are pleased to testify today in support of improved access to feminine
hygiene products for inmates. The measure of a just society is how well it treats those on the
margins, most especially the imprisoned and often crime victims.

This legislation requires that women have access to an adequate supply of feminine hygiene
products suited to their individual needs, can take a warm shower, and that facilities maintain
sanitary conditions for the disposal of products. These simple measures can make a massive
difference in the life of a woman who has to navigate this time of her cycle while living in a
correctional facility.

Ensuring that women have what they need to care for their bodies meets a basic requirement of
justice. As the late Pope Benedict X VI said, “it is important that [correctional] institutions
encourage an attentive analysis of the situation in jails today, that the structures, the means and
the personnel be examined in such a way that inmates never have to serve a ‘double sentence”.
Moreover, it is important to promote a development of the prison system which, as well as
respecting justice, is increasingly adapted to the needs of the human person.” We encourage you
to help make this vision of a just and humane prison system a reality by supporting this bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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