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November 4, 2025

The Honorable Susan Manchester

Chair, Senate Government Oversight and Reform
Senate Building, 1 Capitol Square

Ground Floor, 048

Re: H.B. 29 - SUPPORT
Dear Senator Manchester,

On behalf of the Alliance for Period Supplies, I am writing to express our strong support for H.B.
29, sponsored by Representative Latyna Humphrey, which would increase access to menstrual
products in correctional facilities.

The Alliance for Period Supplies is a nonprofit organization comprised of over 140 independent
community-based organizations across the U.S. and Washington, D.C. that collect, warehouse,
and distribute period products to those in need. In Ohio, 7 of our allied programs are hard at
work to end period poverty for the two in five people who struggle to purchase period supplies
due to lack of income.

The passage of H.B. 29, which would help to ensure that incarcerated women can access an
adequate supply of menstrual products, is vital to ensuring the rights, health, and full
participation in rehabilitative programming of all incarcerated people. Additionally, the bill
would build on the State of Ohio’s prior work to support people experiencing period poverty
through the passage of legislation to exempt menstrual products from state sales tax and provide
menstrual products in schools at no cost to students.

States have a legal and moral obligation to protect jail and prison populations from abuse and
exploitation. A menstruating person without access to necessary products is extremely
vulnerable. Writer and activist Chandra Bozelko described in the New York Times how
correctional officers in the Connecticut prison where she was incarcerated would withhold period
supplies to manipulate women. “You start to hate your body,” Ms. Bozelko wrote. This is an
issue of growing concern as the female proportion of jail and prison populations increases
nationally.

Poor access to menstrual products can damage health through emotional duress, physical
infection, and disease. With approximately 80% of the female incarcerated population under the
age of 50 nationally, the need for these basic material necessities can not be overstated.
Additionally, populations at high risk of entering the carceral system also face increased risk of


https://allianceforperiodsupplies.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/U_by_Kotex_Period_Poverty_-_PPAW_Data_Set.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/20/nyregion/pads-tampons-new-york-womens-prisons.html

gynecological conditions associated with irregular and heavy menses. For example, polycystic
ovary syndrome is more common among Black women and women who grew up in poverty.
These disparities highlight the need for access to period supplies and to gynecological care in
prisons.

1 in 3 low-income women reports missing school, work or other opportunities because they did
not have the products they needed to manage their period. This can also serve as a barrier to the
pro-social activities that are encouraged in correctional facilities. We urge the Legislature to
consider how this simple measure might impact release dates and even recidivism by ensuring
that all incarcerated people have access to vital programming.

We urge the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee to pass H.B. 29, a measure
that is vital to removing barriers to equity for incarcerated women who menstruate. By doing so,
you will work to build a more inclusive and equitable future for our communities while
supporting the rehabilitation and well-being of people incarcerated in Ohio.

Thank you for your attention to this crucial matter. The Alliance for Period Supplies stands ready
to support and collaborate with you in any way possible to ensure the successful passage and
implementation of this critical legislation.

Sincerely,
Ariana Smith

Manager of Legislative Policy
Alliance for Period Supplies
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