
 

Chair Manchester, Vice Chair Brenner, Ranking Member Weinstein, and Members of 
the Committee: 

My name is Wendy Patton. I am a resident of Columbus. Thank you for the opportunity 
to submit testimony in opposition to SJR 6, which calls for a convention to change the 
United States constitution: A constitutional convention.  

Ohio has called for a constitutional convention before, although topics vary: In 2013 and 
2017 it was for a balanced federal budget, today it is congressional term limits.  
Regardless of which topic is promoted, this is a dangerous idea.   

No constitutional convention has been called since the constitutional convention of 
1787. No ground rules for a another such event were written into the constitution.  

The constitution has been changed from time to time: Amendments have been 
passed through a democratic process in which each state legislature votes on a 
specific issue. A constitutional convention has no such guardrails. There is no 
guarantee of what would be covered, no designated process or requirements. In fact, 
the 1787 convention itself got out of control, going far beyond its mandate.  Charged 
with amending the Articles of Confederation to promote trade among the states, the 
convention instead wrote an entirely new governing document.   

If such an event were to go forward today, the powerful interests of the day would 
shape the rules. Fundamental questions like how many delegates would be chosen, 
how many delegates each state would have, and whether a supermajority vote would 
be required to approve amendments, would be shaped by the most wealthy and 
powerful of corporations—now treated as citizens—instead of the people of the 
nation.  

In these divided times, I fear unpopular, undemocratic and repressive changes are 
likely to be made at a constitutional convention. Recent federally imposed violence in 
American cities magnifies the dangers.  The First Amendment to our constitution 
prohibits Congress from abridging the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to 
petition the government. Such expression could be violently and permanently 
repressed by a constitutional convention.  

I urge you to vote no on SJR 6.  Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony.  

 

 

https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-1/

