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Madam Chairwoman and members of the committee: 

My name is Tom Rice. I am a former American History teacher, now retired, and reside in 
Pickerington, Ohio. Thank you for this opportunity to testify against Senate Joint Resolution 
6.  This piece of legislation calls for the convening of an Article Five Convention for the 
purpose of adding a congressional term limits amendment to the Constitution. I fear the 
convening of an Article Five Convention (also known as a constitutional convention or Con-
Con ), for any reason whatsoever, due to the danger of a “ runaway convention. “ The best 
example of a runaway convention would be the 1787 Philadelphia Convention, whose job 
description was for “ … the sole and express purpose of revising the Articled of 
Confederation. “ Upon the commencement of this convention in May 1787, America’s 
founding fathers boarded up the windows at Independence Hall in Philadelphia, held their 
deliberations in secret, and proceeded to scrap the Articles of Confederation. The result of 
this runaway convention was the Constitution – which was very fortunate for the American 
people! Would we be so lucky with a modern day convention – I fear not. President Ronald 
Reagan also feared this concept of a runaway convention. In the “ Public Papers “ of 
President Ronald Reagan dated July 2, 1982  the “ Gipper “ said the following: “ … Well, 
Constitution Conventions are prescribed as a last resort, because once it’s open, they 
could take up any number of things. “ 

Congressional term limits are not the solution to what ails the United States. Under 
America’s first frame of government, the Articles of Confederation, we had congressional 
term limits. Realizing the deficiency of congressional term limits ( the lack of electoral 
accountability of an out-of-control congressman in his final term in oƯice, plus the removal 
of virtuous congressmen from oƯice ), the delegates to the 1787 Philadelphia Convention 
excluded congressional term limits from the Constitution.   

Hypothetically, let us pretend we have congressional term limits, but we do not have an 
informed electorate. Under this scenario, you have “ congressional musical chairs. “ Big 
spending incumbent Congressman “ A “ is term limited out of oƯice, only to be replaced by 
big spending new Congressman “ B. “ How then does the U.S. benefit from congressional 
term limits? It does not. Is the Constitution truly deficient because it does not have 



congressional term limits? Let me answer this question by posing to you this analogy: 
married for twenty years, a husband ( who has been notoriously unfaithful) and his loyal 
wife, are standing before a judge in divorce court. Has this divorce scenario been caused by 
the deficiency of the institution of marriage, or the cheating husband? Put simply, just as 
wedding vows are not the blame for cheating spouses, the Constitution is not the blame for 
corrupt politicians. In short, the omission of congressional term limits in the 
Constitution is not a deficiency – the deficiency lies with those unfaithful 
congressmen, who fail to keep their oath of oƯice, to preserve, protect, and defend the 
Constitution, so help me God! 

Congressional term limits are not an antidote to America’s problems; what is needed is an 
informed electorate and congressional adherence to the Constitution. Actually, we already 
have congressional term limits – they are called “elections“ ( every two years in the House 
of Representatives, and every six years in the Senate). For the aforementioned reasons I am 
opposed to the passage of Senate Joint Resolution 6 and urge you to vote against this 
measure. Thank you. 
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