TESTIMONY OF RANDY KLEINE

Milford, Ohio
Ohio Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee
OPPOSITION to SJR6- February 2026

Madam Chairwoman and Members of the Ohio Senate Government Oversight and Reform
Committee:

My name is Randy Kleine, a life-long Ohioan voting since 1972 and an elected member of
the Clermont County Republican Central Committee.

Limiting the length of time that an elected official can serve in office, known as Term
Limits, is perennially popular with voters while unpopular with politicians, especially once
they are safely in office. Knowing that Term Limits are popular with voters, as candidates
yet-to-be-elected, they often pledge to serve a limited term. Often that pledge conveniently
is ignored or forgotten.

Senate Joint Resolution 6 calls upon the Ohio State Legislature to make Application to the
Congress of the United States for a limited national Convention for the purpose of
proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States to establish Term Limits
for members of that Congress. My fear is that once that Convention convenes, the
delegates will be unable to confine the discussion solely to Term Limits but will venture into
other subjects detrimental to our Liberties as Ohioans. The political popularity of Term
Limits will relegate them to arole as bargaining chips useful for those with another
agenda.

To prove that Term Limits are unpopular with elected politicians:
e Only 16 States currently term-limit their State Legislatures (Ohio is one of the 16)

e Ohio's State Legislature became term-limited as of January 1, 1993, following a
citizen-initiated ballot campaign calling for an amendment to the Ohio
Constitution that was approved by voters 68.4% to 31.6%.

e HJR 12 proposing an amendment to the U.S. Constitution to limit the number of
terms that a Member of Congress may serve was introduced to the Congress and to
the House Committee on the Judiciary by Representative Ralph Norman (R-SC-5) on
January 6, 2025, but has gone nowhere.



An unintended consequence of having term-limited Ohio's Legislators in 1993 may be that
Term Limits inspire a lack of interest by the voting public: why should | get involved in
throwing the bums out when they're going to be term-limited anyway? Statistics
provided by the Ohio Secretary of State show that since 1993 voter participation in Ohio
elections has dropped by nearly 10%.

Presidential Mid-term Off-Year
1980 to 1992 Elections 74.1% 59.3% 50.3%
1993 to 2024 Elections 70.1% 50.7% 39.6%

The Convention of 1787 was called to revise the Articles of Confederation that,
interestingly, itself contained a provision for Term Limits: "no person shall be capable of
being a delegate for more than three years in any term of six years." But instead of
merely revising the Articles of Confederation as promised, the Conventioneers of 1787
threw out the Articles entirely, replacing them with the Constitution we have today. And
their work was done behind closed doors, in secret, with no public participation!

Fortunately, the ploy of 1787 worked out well: no further Article V Convention of States
has been needed, and the Congress has been able itself to amend the Constitution as
needed with only 27 Amendments in 240 years! If you really want Term Limits, do it through
the tried-and-true way, via Congress.

| speak as an elected Republican: do the Republicans on this Committee really believe
that they can control the subject matter of the Convention of States that some hope to
call?

Thank you.
Respectfully submitted,

Randy Kleine



