
  Feb. 17, 2026

Senate Government Oversight & Reform Committee         

To: Sen. Manchester, Chairman; Sen. Brenner, Vice Chair; Sen. Weinstein, Ranking Member; 
and Committee Members 
 
Re:  In Opposition to SJR6, Apply for Convention of the States re: term limits 
 
The factions of pro conventioneers overlap (here, here, here).  They all have repeated the same 
incorrect information regarding history and "threatening" a convention. [1]   
 
Please vote "no" on SJR6, term limits application, and all other Art V convention applications 
should they come before you.  COS co-founder and CEO, Mark Meckler, has said you would be 
calling a “constitutional convention” and no one wants that, right?   
 
Mark Meckler has also said (@1:47:45), "There is one thing I know by being a lawyer. By the 
way, if you are willing to lie, if you are willing to distort the truth, you do pretty well in an 
argument."   
 
All an application does is get the party started.  There are current efforts at the state and federal 
level to aggregate open applications with limited ones like SJR6.  The pro conventioneers 
outright told us what they were going to do.  Please don't give them anymore to count.  This 
thing is all over the place and cannot be trusted. 
 
Thank you for your time and considering all the information shared.
 
Lynette Indiana 
 
[1] Leadership of the Convention of States, the US Term Limits, and Balanced Budget 
Amendment have all said that threatening Congress with the convention gets Congress to 
propose desired amendments themselves.  Chart here, misinformation highlighted below:

Convention of States lobbyist and Regional Director David Schneider has written, "Every 
previous attempt to initiate an Article V Convention has always moved Congress to act in the 
passage of amendments to appease the states and alleviate the concerns of the time."  From the 
Convention of States website, published in Uncategorized on March 28, 2018. Sixth paragraph 
here.  

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/sjr6
https://www.patriotcoalition.org/article-v/in-the-midst-of-wolves-the-indianapolis-article-v-assembly-of-state-legislators/
https://cossimulation.org/
https://articlevcaucus.com/
https://huntforliberty.com/phoenix-bba-planning-convention/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2--Cq-bAA4&t=595s
https://www.renewamerica.com/columns/caler/171007
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YaIb62z4m0AADEdl4cLVFd2YGzdTCwXX/view
https://www.renewamerica.com/columns/caler/180906
https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/new-aggressive-scheme-exposes-article-v-convention-lobby/
https://publiushuldah.wordpress.com/2022/10/03/article-v-convention-legislation-filed-in-congress-shows-how-applications-will-be-counted-its-not-what-lobbyists-promised-you/
https://www.renewamerica.com/columns/caler/180906
https://caavc.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Threatening-Congress-TML_BBA-1-7-25.pdf
https://lobbying.wi.gov/Who/LobbyistInformation/2019REG/Information/9106
https://conventionofstates.com/david-p-schneider
https://conventionofstates.com/news/david-schneider-trust-the-constitution-to-save-the-republic


USTL lobbyist Constantin Querard testified in Alaska: “While it’s an Article V application, this 
issue is never going to a convention. Our goal is NOT a convention. We’re gonna do what’s 
worked for the last 240 years. And that is to use the process to pressure Congress to write the 
Amendment itself.” (Emphasis added.)  Testimony (Querard) @ 03:11:35, Alaska House State 
Affairs Committee on HJR 13 (Term Limits), Feb. 1, 2024.  
 
North Carolina State Senator Todd Johnson, in presenting the USTL application to a Senate 
committee, agreed: “…As history has proven, a convention on (term limits) or any issue is 
highly unlikely to ever actually happen…just as occurred with the 17th, 21st, and 22nd 
Amendments to the US Constitution—as the number of states signed-on approaches the required 
34 states, Congress decides to take action…because they ultimately want the control over the 
Amendment.”  Transcript (Johnson) before the North Carolina Senate Committee on Rules and 
Operations, HJR 151 (Term Limits), Dec. 2, 2024. 

Idaho State Senator Doug Ricks (R), testified that “[The Balanced Budget Amendment (BBA) 
Campaign’s] main goal is NOT to call a convention. … [It] intends to use the threat of a 
convention achieved at 33 states to force Congress to act and propose their own BBA.”  
Testimony (Ricks) @ 05:30 before the Idaho Senate (Standing) Judiciary & Rules Committee, 
SCR 115 (BBA), Mar. 1, 2024. Enter hearing information in drop down menus. 

Loren Enns, President of Balanced Budget Now echoed Sen. Ricks at the same Idaho hearing, 
“Nobody really wants a convention, if it can be avoided.”  Testimony (Enns) @ 09:00 before the 
Idaho Senate (Standing) Judiciary & Rules Committee, SCR 115 (BBA), Mar. 1, 2024. 

https://www.akleg.gov/basis/Meeting/Detail?Meeting=HSTA%202024-02-01%2015:00:00
https://lso.legislature.idaho.gov/MediaArchive/MainMenu.do
https://balancedbudgetnow.com/leadership/
https://lso.legislature.idaho.gov/MediaArchive/MainMenu.do

