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I’m here to talk about term limits. Not because I dislike anyone in Congress, 

but because I like the idea of eventually meeting their successors. 

Congressional term limits is not a left or right issue. It’s a unifying issue. 

 

That is why we need your help today. Ohio is fortunate to have a congressional 

delegation that values new leaders and new ideas. Both your US senators have 

signed the pledge for term limits. So has a bipartisan group of your House reps. 

But Ohio is an outlier. A constitutional amendment for term limits needs a 

2/3rds majority. Congress is not going to vote for that without major pressure. 

And that pressure can only come from the states. It can only come from 

resolutions like this one. 

 

It is obvious that Congress is not functioning as intended. It is weighed down 

by partisanship and infighting. It hasn’t met its basic responsibilities like 

funding the government. We’ve seen multiple shutdowns. Seniority is the coin 

of the realm in Washington. That means members face an impossible choice 

between keeping their jobs and doing their jobs. There is a dire need for fresh 

faces and ideas. 

 

Unfortunately, elections alone are not capable of producing this change. You 

have better odds of winning the lottery than beating an incumbent member of 

Congress. You have better odds of being struck by lightning twice. 

The way to deliver true change for the American people is by adopting term 

limits. Term limits would make Congress more like Ohio – a citizen legislature 

where public servants can change the system before it changes them.  

But as I mentioned, Congress won’t limit itself without pressure. And 

historically, the way to apply that pressure has been the threat of a convention. 

People sometimes worry about the word “convention.” I understand that. But 

history tells us it’s not going to happen. 

In 248 years, we’ve never actually amended the Constitution through a 

convention. What has happened is: when enough states start moving, Congress 

responds. 



The Seventeenth Amendment is the best example. Direct election of Senators 

sat in Congress for years. It went nowhere. But once states started passing 

convention calls on that topic, momentum built and Congress acquiesced. 

And here’s an Ohio footnote: President Taft encouraged Congress to pass that 

amendment. So it was an Ohio president who understood that when the states 

have spoken on an issue, Congress must respond accordingly. 

This issue is no different. When 25 or 30 states call for a term limits 

convention, Congress will see the writing on the wall and act first. That’s the 

playbook. That’s how it has always happened. Congress will ultimately propose 

this amendment. 

Passing this is how Ohio can lead — not just for itself, but for the entire 

country. This is how we bring accountability back to Congress. The people 

want congressional term limits. This resolution is how we get them there. I 

urge you to vote YES. 

 
 
 


