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The Constitution of the United States is the cornerstone of our nation and a source of
stability for over 200 years. It is sacred and should be amended cautiously and
deliberately. Instead, you are considering an ill-advised, dangerous threat to the
strength and steadiness of our democratic republic, the ability of the state of Ohio to
govern itself, and the civil liberties of every Ohioan.

| recognize and appreciate the sponsors’ intent to tailor the focus of an Article V
Convention. There are no guidelines in the U.S. Constitution that would limit such
scope. Ultimately, this resolution could result in a chaotic, runaway convention.

Former Chief Justice of the United States Warren Burger wrote in 1988: “There is no
way to effectively limit or muzzle the actions of a Constitutional Convention. The
Convention could make its own rules and set its own agenda. Congress might try to limit
the Convention to one amendment or one issue, but there is no way to assure that the
Convention would obey. After a Convention is convened, it will be too late to stop the
Convention if we don't like its agenda.”

A Constitutional Convention truly is surrendering the power of Ohio and her people to
an unknown group of individuals (likely special interests) who could set their own
agenda and make their own rules with no limitations. There has only been one
Constitutional Convention in our nation’s history, and it went far beyond the mandate
it was given by Congress in 1787. No Congress has called for another for this wise
reason. Once you open the bottle, there will be no way to put the genie back in.
What's worse, there is no clear way to litigate disputes. The Constitution provides no
clear authority over the process, not even the courts.

The Constitution is sacred and has withstood the test of time — through international
wars, moments of economic downturn and great prosperity. We need your help to
defend our Constitution. Please vote no.

You can contact me to discuss this legislation or other good government matters further

at director@Iwvohio.org or 614-469-1505.
Thank you.
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The League of Women Voters of Ohio was formed in May 1920 out of Ohio’s woman
suffrage movement. The League is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages
informed and active patrticipation in government, works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and
advocacy.



