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Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee 

Senate Bill 202 — Sponsor Testimony 
Wednesday, February 18, 2026 

 
Chair Manchester, Vice Chair Brenner, Ranking Member Weinstein, and 
members of the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee, 
thank you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 
202. 
 
This is the companion bill to House Bill 75, sponsored by State 
Representatives Kevin Miller and Sean Brennan.  The Chief Steven DiSario 
Act will prohibit manufactured home park operators, landlords and 
neighborhood organizations such as homeowners and condominium 
associations from preventing a renter, homeowner, or condominium owner 
from displaying the “Thin Blue Line” flag or emblem.   
 
This legislation will add the “Thin Blue Line” flag to the list of protected flags 
such as the American Flag, State of Ohio Flag, POW/MIA flag, and other 
military flags. 
 
The act is named after former Kirkersville Police Chief Steven DiSario, who 
was killed in the line of duty on May 12, 2017 while responding to a report 
of an armed suspect at a local nursing home facility.  Chief DiSario was a 
loving and dedicated husband to his wife, Aryn, and father to their seven 
children. 
 
The inspiration behind this legislation is Chief DiSario’s father, Tom.  The 
reason for this legislation comes from the incident where Tom DiSario’s 
homeowner’s association forced him to remove his “Thin Blue Line” Flag 
from being displayed on his property.  This flag was given to him at his 
son’s funeral and was displayed at his property for four years until the 
homeowner’s association decided this was a “political statement” and 
demanded that it be taken down. 
 



 

 
 

This is a grieving father that was just trying to honor and remember his son 
and other law enforcement officers.  This is a case where we should do 
everything in our power to console these families and allow them to honor 
those who protect and serve our communities and, in this case, those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.   
 
Thank you once again, Chair Manchester and members of the committee 
for the opportunity to present this legislation to you today. I will be glad to 
answer any questions at this time. 
 

 
 
 
 


