
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

March 25, 2026 
 

Senate Government Oversight & Reform Committee 

Senate Bill 271 Sponsor Testimony 
 

Chair Manchester, Vice Chair Brenner, Ranking Member Weinstein, and members 

of the Senate Government Oversight & Reform Committee, thank you for the 

opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 271. 

 

SB 271 designates October 14th as “Charlie Kirk Memorial Day.” 

 

Born Charles James Kirk on October 14th, 1993, in Arlington Heights, Illinois, 

Charlie was a political activist, media personality, author, husband, and father. 

Committed to using his platform to facilitate political discourse, Charlie was 

regarded as an individual who would debate with anyone regardless of political 

beliefs. 

 

As a staunch advocate of the First Amendment, Charlie believed that free speech 

was the cornerstone of a healthy democracy. In 2012, at the age of 18, Charlie co-

founded Turning Point USA (TPUSA), which created a platform that enabled free 

speech to flourish by bolstering constructive political conversations – as he often 

did on college campuses across the nation. 

 

On September 10th, 2025, while hosting a TPUSA public debate event on the Utah 

Valley University campus, Charlie was the subject of an abhorrent political 

assassination, which sent tremors throughout the nation. Charlie was not merely a 

political figure, rather, a devoted husband to his wife Erika, and loving father, to 

his two young children. 
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Political violence of any form is despicable and cannot be tolerated in our nation. 

This violence not only took the life of a young man, but also left a wife without a 

husband, and two children without a father. 

 

The First Amendment was created as a mechanism to protect the voice of the 

individual. To suppress the voices of those who disagree with you, through acts of 

violence, is to suppress the very foundational elements this country was established 

upon.  

 

As such, in honor of Charlie’s legacy and passion for peaceful civil discourse, it is 

with great distinction that I propose a day memorializing his tireless efforts. 

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on SB 271 and I 

welcome any questions that you may have at this time. 


