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Sponsor Testimony – Senate Bill 46, Add screening awareness to Colorectal 

Cancer Awareness Month 

Chair Huffman, Vice Chair Johnson, and Ranking Member Liston and members of 

the health committee that you for allowing me to provide sponsor testimony on 

senate bill 46.  

Senate bill 46 aim to of update Ohio’s Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month to 

include a focus on screening awareness. Colorectal cancer (CRC) is the second 

leading cause of cancer-related deaths in the U.S. but is largely preventable 

through early screening. Early detection improves survival rates dramatically, with 

a 90% survival rate when cancer is caught early. 

In Ohio, colorectal cancer disproportionately impacts rural and underserved 

communities, where screening rates are lower. Currently, only 68% of adults aged 

50 and older are up-to-date on recommended screenings, contributing to late-stage 

diagnoses. By incorporating screening awareness into Colorectal Cancer 

Awareness Month, we can educate Ohioans on the importance of regular 

screenings, address common barriers to care, and encourage early detection, which 

saves lives. 

This update would provide essential information about available screening options 

and empower individuals to take proactive steps in their healthcare. With your 

support, we can help reduce the incidence of late-stage colorectal cancer and 

ultimately save lives. 

I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 
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