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CC3: “More Rehabs Need To Be In the City“ 

We hope to address drug addictions because of how many deaths 
and new dangerous drugs that are been getting in the U.S. We need a 
change to these drug addictions and it will only reduce if everyone 
works together. This problem affects the community because if one of 
your peers died you and everyone around you that knew them would 
be saddened. The families would be hurt as well. Overdoses are a 
real big thing and scares families. Many celebrities and rappers that 
I’ve listened to have died from this problem. People sell the black 
market drugs to the streets and it just gets passed along from person 
to person. You could get addicted if you were to take a highly addictive 
drug if convinced to take it by another peer. If nothing is done to the 
drug addictions people will keep dying and drugs would just be 
everywhere affecting everyone. We need more awareness from the 
community and yourself so we could reduce the amount of cases from 
drug deaths. Everyone has to be on the same side so we can stop the 
deaths. More rehabs need to be in the city. I would spend tax 
dollars on the community and rehabs so the community knows 
they’re just not alone but we’re together. I will know taxpayer 
dollars were put to good use once overdose deaths reduce and less 
drugs are out there. Will the Ohio General Assembly increase 
funds for youth addiction services?  

(pause to hear their response) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Dyi’lai’kei Bass: ‘How many people have died because we didn’t 
listen?’ Read this story in the Dayton Daily News.  

It doesn’t make sense to talk about drug addiction and mental health 
separately. The two are intertwined. Drug addiction is happening all 
over the world, but we can start in Dayton because we got hit hard. 
Drugs are addicting, deadly, and impact people I know personally. I’ve 
seen drugs turn people into addicts and make them extremely violent. 
People are not taking the problem of drug addiction seriously, and 
when they do, the impulse is to punish the user. The police just treat it 
as a crime instead of asking what makes them over use drugs or what 
makes people sell them. 

The main cause of addiction is mental health struggles. People that 
have mental health issues could be trying to show signs that they 
need help, but people ignore them. A loved one might act out of 
character in a way they never acted before, but instead of recognizing 
the signs that they’re struggling with their mental health, they get 
called insane or crazy. How many people have died because we didn’t 
listen? 

People need to understand the situation better before they just push 
the problem aside and treat it as a crime. I recommend that 
governments spend funds on making more mental health rehab 
centers to meet the need. I imagine a place to never get judged and 
also educate people about drugs and what they do to you mentally, 
emotionally, and physically. We will know it’s successful if you see how 
many people avoid death or overdose. While we push for better 
mental health services, it’s important to model a different kind of peer 
pressure: let’s peer pressure people to get off drugs and get the help 
they need. Let’s pressure our leaders to make sure that help is ready 
when people are ready to heal. 

– Dyi’lai’kei Bass is a junior at Meadowdale Career Technology Center 
in the Business Pathway. 

https://www.daytondailynews.com/ideas-voices/voices-of-young-people-must-be-amplified-to-foster-understanding-and-action-on-mental-health/DMV4KDQUDBG5ZKTW2RI6OXT4OA/
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