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Thank you Chair Huffman, Vice-Chair Johnson, Ranking Member
Liston, and Senate Health Committee members.

My name is Gabriella Celeste and | offer this testimony as the co-
founder and leadership team member for the Ohio Lead Free Kids
Coalition (“OLFKC"), Policy Director of the Schubert Center for Child
Studies at Case Western Reserve University, and an Interested Party
on Sub-Bill 96 concerning issues related to child lead poisoning
prevention and child wellness. The OLFKC represents a collection of
organizations and individuals who share a deep and urgent concern
about the potentially life-long harm caused by lead poisoning. The
OLFKC strives to secure a public commitment and investment in
primary prevention to ensure all Ohio children are safe from lead in
their homes and communities.

While we supported the As-Introduced version of HB 96, we are
extremely concerned to see the virtual elimination of Ohio’s child lead
poisoning prevention programs in the House-passed version of the
FY26-27 budget (Sub HB 96), cutting over S8 million/FY down to
$250,000/FY, effectively gutting the critical programs to protecting
children from lead poisoning. We urge your support of amendment
(SC0324) to restore the lead abatement GRF ALI 440527 to the As-
Introduced $7.1M per fiscal year and the lead safe home fund GRF
ALI 440530 to the As-Introduced $1M per fiscal year. This restoration
is urgently needed, especially after the spend down of the ARPA
funding, which has already resulted in significant reductions in
funding for lead hazard control and workforce development.
Maintaining the current state GRF funding is essential to ensuring
some continued progress in protecting children from lead. Please
consider the following.

Ohio’s Children & Taxpayers Bear the Costs of Lead Poisoning

Ohio ranks 2nd in the U.S."in the number of children with elevated
blood lead levels — twice the national average!™ While we have made
some progress, we have a long way to go.

There is no safe level of lead in the blood since lead is a toxin. Child
lead poisoning can cause lifelong, irreversible brain and nervous system
damage which can lead to learning and behavioral challenges, lower I1Q,
lower academic achievement, increased hyperactivity, emotional
problems and future delinquent behavior.

The Altarum Institute, a health care research organization, released
an online cost tool in 2019 that found Ohio would save an estimated
$2.8 billion each year by preventing child lead poisoning with
investments in lead abatement and other measures.



https://valueofleadprevention.org/
https://valueofleadprevention.org/
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2019/05/new-tool-estimates-cost-of-child-lead-poisoning-in-ohio-at-28-billion.html

Children are Exposed to Lead in Every Part of the State

Every county in the state has children who test positive for lead poisoning based on an elevated blood lead
levels (EBLL). For example, according to the most current state EBLL data from 2016 to the present, among
children who were tested for lead in the following counties represented by members on this Committee,
consider the total numbers of children throughout Ohio who have elevated lead in their bodies:

- Miami county has a total of 485 children

- Scioto county has a total of 280 children

- Franklin county has a total of 3,497 children
- Hamilton county has a total of 4,130 children
- Summit county has a total of 2,085 children

- Portage county has a total of 223 children

- Allen county has a total of 330 children

- Medina county has a total of 140 children

- Ashland county has a total of 233 children

- Richland county has a total of 734 children

In reality, thousands of Ohio children under 6 have been poisoned by lead and continue to be exposed to lead
hazards every year. In 2024 alone, 5,671 Ohio children had a confirmed EBLL. And this number is an undercount
given that, due to a number of barriers, only about 50%- 60% of high-risk children are even tested for lead.

Ohio’s Old Housing is the Most Common Cource of Child Lead Poisoning

95% of EBLL cases were children exposed to lead in old housing. Lead in residential paint was not outlawed in

the U.S. until 1978. Today, lead paint dust and paint chips in pre-1978 housing remains the single most toxic

source of lead for children.

- Nearly 2/3 of Ohio’s housing stock was built before 1980, meaning 3.5 million homes are estimated to
contain potential lead hazards, with children under 6 years old living in over 427,000 of these units."

- Many rural areas have older housing with potential lead hazards. In fact, Henry, Darke, and Van Wert are the
top 3 counties in terms of the percentage of children under 6 living in housing built before 1980.

Despite Impressive Progress, the Urgent Problem of Child Lead Poisoning Persists in Ohio

We commend the Governor and the Ohio General Assembly for making child lead prevention a priority and
supporting critical investments in primary prevention in the last budget — that is, addressing the source of lead
exposure rather than using children as lead detectors. This includes important progress like creating and investing
in the Ohio Department of Health’s (ODH) Lead Safe Home Fund which allowed 15 grantees to build on existing
lead poisoning prevention efforts or create new ones with lead abatement dollars. Grantees were in counties
across Ohio including Allen, Auglaize, Clark, Cuyahoga, Erie, Franklin, Hamilton, Lucas, Mercer and Marion
counties, as well as a number of Appalachian counties served by COAD (Corporation for Ohio Appalachian
Development) and included a range of lead hazard control, lead mitigation, lead worker training, childcare
center protections, provider and family education and other prevention activities. While a tremendous amount
of work has been done, more work remains to help protect our children from lead. For instance, currently, more
than 200 families are on a wait list for ODH lead hazard control services in their homes.

Restoring the As-Introduced lead funding in the Sub-HB 96 budget bill at $8.1 million/FY is essential to ensure
our state maintains the momentum to protecting our children from lead. Thank you for your consideration.
Please contact me at mgc36@case.edu with any questions.

All Ohio children deserve to be lead-free. For more information, go to http.//ohleadfreekids.org/.
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