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Chairman Huffman, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Liston, and Members of the Senate Health
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in support of Senate Bill 198, the Ohio
340B Pharmacy Access Act. My name is Jolene Joseph, and I serve as the Chief Executive Officer of The
HealthCare Connection (THCC), a federally qualified health center also known as a Community Health Center
(CHO).

THCC, the oldest Community Health Center in Ohio, located in northern Hamilton County, has been dedicated
to providing comprehensive, accessible, and quality health care to underserved individuals and families in our
community for more than 58 years. THCC operates nine sites, including five School-Based Health Centers,
ensuring that care is available where it’s needed most. In 2024 alone, we served over 22,000 unique patients,
accounting for more than 54,000 patient visits. Our integrated model offers a full spectrum of services—
medical, dental, behavioral health, vision, obstetrics, substance use disorder treatment, and infectious disease
care—allowing us to address the complex and interconnected needs of our patients. At the heart of our mission
is a commitment to increase access and deliver comprehensive, high-quality, and affordable healthcare to
every Ohioan—especially those in underserved, marginalized communities.

A vital component of our ability to provide these services is the 340B Drug Pricing Program. At THCC, we
use 340B savings to fund our pharmacy delivery services — a necessity for many community members living
in pharmacy deserts with limited access to prescription medications. The program also helps sustain essential
dental, vision, and behavioral health services, including Substance Use Disorder (SUD) and Medication for
Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD) programs, as well as offset costs at our School-Based Health Centers.

Beyond direct clinical services, our 340B program enables us to invest in non-reimbursable but critical
programs that address patients’ social determinants of health. These include care coordination, case
management, and operating food pantries that help families access healthy food and improve overall well-
being. Without 340B savings, many of these supports—integral to the health and stability of our patients—
would not be possible.

The 340B program is not just a policy—it is a foundational support system for Community Health Centers
across our state. It allows us to reinvest savings into vital services that would otherwise be out of reach for
many patients. I respectfully refer to the Ohio Association of Community Health Centers’ (OACHC)
testimony for a full overview of the program’s structure and history. Today I want to focus on how 340B
directly impacts THCC and the people we serve.



