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Chair Huffman, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Liston, and members of the Senate 

Health Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Senate Bill 

198. My name is Julianne Nesbit, and I serve as Health Commissioner for Clermont County 

Public Health and as President of the Association of Ohio Health Commissioners.  

 

Our Association represents Ohio’s 111 local public health departments. I speak to you not only 

as a public health official but as a partner in the health care safety net. In many counties across 

Ohio, local public health departments collaborate closely with FQHCs and community health 

centers. In other counties or cities, health departments host or oversee these clinics. These 

clinics are integral to our mission of protecting population health, particularly for vulnerable, 

underserved, and low‑income residents. 

 

The 340B Drug Pricing Program is important to the bottom line of community health centers and 

health departments. The program requires pharmaceutical manufacturers to provide discounted 

outpatient medications to designated safety-net providers as a condition for having their drugs 

listed and reimbursed under Medicaid and Medicare. These covered entities, in turn, reinvest 

the resulting savings to stretch limited resources and expand access to care for medically 

underserved populations. 

 

SB 198 simply prohibits drug manufacturers from imposing discriminatory restrictions on the 

shipment or delivery of medications solely because a provider is a 340B grantee. The legislation 

preserves the intent of 340B to ensure affordable access to care for underserved patients 

without creating any new costs to the state or local entities, shifting the costs to taxpayers while 

the drug manufacturers continue to make financial gains.  

 

Public health is not just about responding to disease, but preventing it. Ensuring continuity of 

care for chronic conditions (hypertension, diabetes, asthma, HIV, etc.) is foundational to 

reducing complications, hospitalizations, and disparities. SB 198 helps preserve the 

infrastructure of care that keeps populations healthier and reduces avoidable costs. 

 

The Association of Ohio Health Commissioners urges your support of SB 198.  

 


