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Chairman Huffman, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Liston, and Members of the Senate Health
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in support of Senate Bill 198,
the Ohio 340B Pharmacy Access Act.

My name is Dr. Yamini Teegala, and | serve as the Chief Executive Officer and a practicing Family
Physician at Rocking Horse Community Health Center (RHCHC), a Federally Qualified Health Center
serving Clark and Madison Counties.

RHCHC operates six sites and provides more than 75,000 visits annually for over 15,000 patients across
a wide spectrum of services, including primary care, behavioral health, addiction recovery, women’s
health, dental, chiropractic, neurology, vision, and clinical pharmacy. One of our proudest achievements
is our School-Based Health Center, located at Springfield High School, which has already cared for nearly
2,000 patients in its first year—over half of them students. We also operate an in-house pharmacy with
both walk-in and delivery capabilities, ensuring patients have continuous access to affordable
medications.

At the heart of our mission is a simple promise: to provide comprehensive, high-quality, and affordable
healthcare to every Ohioan—especially those in underserved communities.

Over the past few years, Clark County—particularly the city of Springfield—has undergone a dramatic
demographic transformation, with an estimated 15,000 to 20,000 (lawful) Haitian immigrants now
calling our community home. This shift has brought both tremendous diversity and significant
challenges. In FY24, 24% of our patients (3,641 individuals) received care in a language other than
English—a 400% increase from 2018, when that figure was just 5%. To meet this demand, we have
tripled our interpreter workforce and implemented audio-visual translation platforms, driving
translation costs from $4,520 in 2018 to $495,181 in 2024.

The greatest impact has been felt in our prenatal and women’s health services, where 74% of mothers
are non-English speaking—two-thirds of whom speak Haitian Creole. Many enter care late in pregnancy
and present with high-risk conditions such as hypertension and diabetes. This has significantly increased
the complexity and cost of delivering safe, high-quality care for vulnerable mothers and infants.

That commitment is possible only because of the 340B Drug Pricing Program.

The 340B program is not just a policy, it is the financial backbone that allows community health centers
like ours to reinvest savings into essential, often non-reimbursable services. At RHCHC, 340B savings
directly fund programs that address social determinants of health, community health worker outreach,

PrlmOry Care Medical Homes COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER QOur Mission

Main Office: 651 S. Limestone St., Springfield Rocking Horse Community Health Center
School of Innovation 601 Selma Rd., Springfield F H creates a caring environment where quality
Mulberry Terrace: 120 W. Mulberry St., Springfield services empower adults and children to

Madison County: 212 N. Main St., London improve their physical and emotional health.



RoOCKING HORSE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

rockinghorsecenter.org | 937-324-1111 | info@rockinghorsecenter.org
patient transportation, care management, and language access services, all of which improve health
outcomes but often operate at a financial loss.

Unfortunately, the sustainability of this essential program is now at serious risk. Since 2020, more than
35 drug manufacturers have imposed unilateral restrictions on 3408, including refusing to ship
medications to contract pharmacies or limiting health centers to a single dispensing location, regardless
of geography or patient need.

The human cost of these restrictions is profound. One of my patient's family includes six members living
with diabetes. Being uninsured, they once rationed insulin because they simply couldn’t afford it.
Through our 340B program and a nearby contract pharmacy, we were able to provide insulin for under
$10 a month. But under new manufacturer restrictions, we can no longer fill out their prescriptions at
that local pharmacy. Instead, our pharmacy staff must now personally deliver medications across the
county to ensure they do not go without it. This workaround adds unnecessary cost, inefficiency, and
strain to an already overstretched system—and it is entirely avoidable.

These attacks on 340B not only disrupt patient care but also jeopardize the financial stability of
community health centers statewide. From 2023 to YTD, we have seen more than 50% drop in our 340B
contract pharmacy savings and it continues to chip away. There is a rising panic in me as the CEO that
such looming threat will force us to make hard choices of sunsetting essential services such as prenatal
services, dental and more.

Senate Bill 198 offers a clear, targeted solution. It prohibits drug manufacturers from restricting access
to medications for 340B grantees, safeguarding access for patients in urban, rural, Appalachian, and
medically underserved communities alike. This legislation closes harmful loopholes and restores the
original intent of the 340B program—to help safety-net providers stretch scarce federal resources and
serve more patients comprehensively.

Though narrowly focused, SB 198 will have a wide-reaching and lasting impact on Ohio’s patients,
communities, and health centers. On behalf of Rocking Horse Community Health Center and the
thousands of families we serve, | respectfully urge your support.

Thank you for your time and for your commitment to protecting access to care for all Ohioans.

Respectfully submitted,
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