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By Tyra Oldham, Survivor, Native Cincinnatian, and Bill Author of S.B. No. 46 

Good morning, Chairman and Committee Members, 
 
Thank you for being here today and for standing in a space where policy meets humanity. 
Where data meets real lives, and where prevention meets purpose. 
 
I am here not only as an advocate, but also as a community leader and a survivor. I stand 
before you because screening saved my life. 
 
My name is Tyra Oldham, a proud native Cincinnatian. I have spent my life building, 
leading, and serving—whether as an entrepreneur, an interdisciplinary consultant working 
nationally and globally, or as a community advocate committed to strengthening the places 
we call home. 

But one of the roles that shaped me most was not a professional one. 

For the past 15 years, I have been a caregiver to my mother. Through my journey, I learned 
about the daily realities of caregiving, its challenges, the empathy required, and its 
profound impact on others' lives. From this experience, I became a writer and a journalist 
in caregiving, authoring a series I called Care Corner, devoted to supporting caregivers and 
seniors everywhere. 

But on December 18th, 2023, everything changed. 

After years of providing care, I was the one who suddenly needed it. I was informed 
unexpectedly and life-altering that I had colorectal cancer. 

When you hear those words,” cancer,” your world is shaken. Yet what saved my life and 
gave me the chance to continue being a daughter, caregiver, leader, writer, and voice in this 
community was screening. 

When I received my diagnosis, I did what many others do not. I did not wonder how this 
could happen, or whether it could have been caught earlier. My reaction to my surgeon, Dr. 
RAFFERTY OF CHRIST HOSPITAL, was I am not an oncologist, so let's do whatever it takes 
to live.  
 
The truth is that colorectal cancer is one of the most preventable and treatable cancers we 
face when we screen. Early detection does not just improve outcomes; it changes destinies. 
It keeps families whole. It gives loved ones more time. It allows people like me to stand 
here and say, "I survived." 
 
I am here today not only as an advocate, but also as a professional and as a survivor. I am 
standing here because early detection gave me a future. And I stand here determined to 
ensure that a future is possible for others. 

But survival should not depend on luck, access, or chance. It should be a right! Colorectal 
Screening can be promoted by our healthcare system, supported by our legislation, and 
understood by our communities. 
 
That is why I authored this bill. Not because it is political, but because it is personal and 
preventable, potentially saving thousands of lives in Ohio. 
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Every year, far too many people, especially in underserved communities, and now younger 
people, are affected by this disease and are often diagnosed too late. Many don't know the 
signs. Many don't know their options. Many put off screening because of fear, 
misinformation, lack of coverage, or simply because no one told them how urgent it is. 
 
Colorectal cancer does not discriminate. It affects men and women. Black, White, rich, poor, 
and older. It strikes in silence. And for many, it strikes young. 
 
But this is also one of the rare diseases for which we already have the key to prevention. 
Screening can detect polyps before they become cancerous. Screening can find cancer early, 
when it is curable. And yet, screenings remain underutilized. 
 
Colorectal cancer is one of the most preventable and beatable cancers when caught early. 
Screening is not just a medical test; it is a lifeline. It is the difference between a treatable 
condition and a devastating diagnosis. 
 
Our SB46 Bill: 
It expands access. 
It allows for increased communication. 
It breaks down barriers. 
It educates. 
It protects lives. 
It includes our communities, medical professionals, health clinics, hospitals, and advocates. 
 
And it sends a clear message: We will not allow preventable deaths to continue simply 
because someone lacked information or access. 
 

I wrote this bill because I know what it feels like to sit on both sides of caregiving. To give 
care, and to need care. To understand how access, awareness, and equity shape whether 
someone lives long enough to share their story. 

I am here because my screening came on time. I was a stage 1 patient, and after surgery, I 
did not require chemotherapy, radiation, or a colostomy bag. I am here because someone 
told me to check. I am here because early detection turned a terrifying diagnosis into a 
testimony and a second chance at life. I took this journey and gift and decided to do 
something for others in Bil SB46. 
 
And I believe every person and family deserves that same chance. Every community 
deserves the same protection. Every person deserves the dignity of prevention. 
 
This bill is not just policy; it is a responsibility. It is compassion. It is courage. And it is 
lifesaving. 
 
Let us stand together to ensure that survivors like me are not the exception, but the 
expectation in Ohio. Do not look at me, but I hope you see the many when you vote. Let us 
commit to a future where early detection is universal and where colorectal cancer is not a 
silent killer but a conquered threat. Screening saved my life. 
Let's make sure it can save countless more in Ohio. I want Ohio to be the leader in 
Colorectal Screening, and I need your help. Vote yes on SB46. 
 
Thank you. 
Tyra Oldham 


