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Sponsor Testimony 
Senate Bill 385 

Senate Health Committee 
April 15th, 2026 

Chairman Huffman, Ranking Member Liston, and members of the 
Senate Health Committee: Thank you for the opportunity to provide 
sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 385. 

This legislation aims to establish licensure and regulatory standards for 

naturopathic doctors in Ohio.  

Naturopathic medicine merges modern science and natural therapies 

to support the body’s inherent ability to heal. Naturopathic Doctors are 

trained healthcare practitioners who specialize in disease prevention 

and long-term wellness. They provide personalized, primary care for 

people of all ages and sexes.  

The overall goal of the bill is to create a regulatory framework for 

naturopathic medicine to protect patient safety, set educational and 

clinical standards, and establish a licensure pathway for qualified 

practitioners.  

The bill defines scope of practice for naturopathic doctors; minimum 

education and clinical training requirements; examination and 

licensure processes; continuing education; disciplinary and consumer-

protection mechanisms; transition provisions for currently practicing 
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naturopathic professionals and fits that within the framework already 

established for MDs and DOs.  

A quick summary of the bill includes the following:  

- Prohibits an individual from representing him or herself as a 

practitioner of naturopathic medicine unless the individual is 

licensed by the State Medical Board.  

- Establishes a criminal penalty for violating that prohibition.  

- Creates licensing requirements for the practice of naturopathic 

medicine and requires the State Medical Board to regulate the 

licensing of naturopathic medicine.  

- Establishes services an individual licensed to practice naturopathic 

medicine can and cannot perform.  

- Outlines circumstances in which the State Medical Board may limit, 

revoke, suspend, or refuse to issue, renew, or reinstate a license.  

- Does not allow for prescriptive privileges and does not in any way 

advance the scope of practice for naturopathic physicians. 

The intent of the legislation is to legitimize the practice of naturopathic 

medicine within Ohio, as is already the case for 26 other states and 

territories.1 Many naturopathic doctors already operate within the state 

without accreditation despite fulfilling the education and training 

requirements. This will bring NDs in line with their MD and DO 

colleagues, while simultaneously fulfilling gaps in access to care, 

especially for our more rural regions throughout the state.  

Through recognized certification, Naturopathic Doctors will be able to 

operate to the extent of their scope and training while also ensuring 

patient safety and care. Certification sets the standard for medical 

practice across the state; this is the case for all healthcare professions. 

 
1 Naturopathic Doctor Licensure by States and Provinces 

https://aanmc.org/licensure/
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This legislation does not criminalize those who practice more holistic 

or traditional forms of naturopathy, but they will no longer be able to 

advertise themselves as a ‘licensed medical provider’ or ‘board certified’ 

without the proper accreditation.  

This bill still has a long way to go as we continue to work with our 

interested parties and the State Medical Board on refining the language 

and regulatory framework.  

Thank you for your time and consideration of this bill. I would be 

happy to answer any questions the committee may have at this time. 


