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Senate Bill 375 Sponsor Testimony

Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Liston, and members of the Senate Health Committee,
thank you for providing us with the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 375.
The goal of this bill is to allow certain physicians who have had their license revoked the
opportunity to apply for reinstatement.

This bill stems from a case that happened within my district. I was initially made aware of the
situation after numerous constituents reached out to my office with concerns that their physician
who had his license permanently revoked was punished too harshly. As we looked into the case,
there was certainly a need for some kind of disciplinary action by the State Medical Board, but the
Board’s decision to permanently revoke his license left this physician no avenue to ever practice
again in Ohio. His misconduct did not involve any patient harm, yet there was no opportunity for
future reinstatement.

This physician acknowledged his wrongdoing, took the proper steps necessary to keep up his
training, but was still unable to ever practice again. To remedy this, Senate Bill 375 allows certain
physicians to apply for license reinstatement while maintaining the State Medical Board’s final
say whether to either accept or deny this request. Even after reinstatement, the Board would place
the license holder on probation for a one-year period and require them to successfully pass an
examination as prescribed by the board to determine competency to practice medicine.

The process to apply for reinstatement would include a written application to the Board and a fee
of $610 which can only be submitted five years after the revocation date. Within SB 375, there are
numerous other requirements an applicant must meet to be reconsidered, including: participation
in one or more community service or professional volunteer programs, successful completion of a
treatment program, at least twenty-five hours of continuing medical education, and evaluation of
professional skills and knowledge.

It is important to note that this legislation would not allow every physician with a revoked license
to apply for reinstatement. The bill does not allow applicants whose license was revoked under




division (B)(6) of ORC Section 4731.22, which is a departure from, or the failure to conform to
minimal standards of care, whether or not actual injury to a patient is established. This means gross
violations like that of sexual abuse, serious patient harm, etc. would not be eligible for
reinstatement. Ultimately, we would like to provide a second chance for those physicians who
have demonstrated remorse, maintained training, and would still make qualified physicians within
the state of Ohio.

With that, members of the Committee, thank you again for allowing us to testify, we’d be happy
to answer questions at this time.




