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Chair Huffman, Vice-Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Liston, and Members of 

the Senate Health Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor 

testimony on S.B. 354, which upon enactment would join Ohio to the “Interstate 

Podiatric Medical Licensure Compact.”  

At its core, Senate Bill 354 would enact the Interstate Podiatric Medical Licensure 

Compact and allow Ohio to join other participating states in creating a more 

efficient pathway for licensure. Because this committee has already considered and 

passed numerous interstate compacts, I will briefly summarize how this compact 

operates.  

 

Before I do, I would like to mention that there is an amendment forthcoming that 

corrects typos and incorrect references in the model language itself, conforming 

the bill to the updated compact model language from the Federation of Podiatric 

Medical Boards. We would like to thank Senator Liston, and her staff, as well as 

Nat Petrosky, from the minority caucus, for bringing the issues with the model 

language to the compact leaders’ attention and for drafting the amendment. 

 

Like other licensure compacts, this legislation 

functions as a contract between states. It does 

not create a national license and does not 

override Ohio law. Instead, each state retains 

full authority over licensure, regulation, and 

discipline within its borders. The compact 

simply creates an additional, expedited 

pathway for qualified professionals to obtain 

licenses in multiple states. As of today, five 
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states, including Ohio, have introduced IPMLC language, with the other four being 

Iowa, Arizona, Florida, and Maryland. This compact is unique from other 

compacts, needing only four states to form the compact commission.1  

 

It also establishes a coordinated system for information sharing among states, 

ensuring that disciplinary actions and investigations are communicated efficiently. 

This maintains oversight while reducing administrative burdens that slow the 

licensure process for Podiatrists seeking to practice in another state. 

 

Currently, Podiatric physicians are not covered under the Interstate Medical 

Licensure Compact, which serves allopathic (MD) and osteopathic (DO) 

physicians. As a result, despite performing highly specialized and often essential 

care, podiatric professionals do not have access to the same streamlined, multi-state 

licensure pathway as their healthcare counterparts. In response, national 

stakeholders developed a profession-specific solution. While the Council of State 

Governments and the Department of Defense did not directly develop this compact 

due to the relatively small size of the podiatric profession, experienced 

professionals who have worked on other interstate compacts were engaged to 

create the model legislation. This effort was led by the Federation of Podiatric 

Medical Boards in collaboration with licensing boards and stakeholders across the 

country.2 The result is a carefully constructed compact that reflects proven 

frameworks while addressing the unique needs of podiatric medicine.  

 

The need for this legislation is driven by changes in healthcare delivery and 

workforce demands. Podiatric medicine plays a critical role in treating conditions 

such as diabetes, mobility impairments, and lower extremity injuries. Yet under the 

current system, barriers to multi-state licensure can limit access to care, particularly 

in rural and underserved communities. By improving license portability, the 

compact allows providers to respond more effectively to patient needs, including 

through telemedicine and cross-state practice.  

 

This proposal also has strong support from both providers and patients. Podiatric 

physicians benefit from reduced costs and faster licensure, particularly those in 

 
1 Lines 693 to 697 of “As Introduced” bill text 
2 https://ipmlc.org/about/  
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military families who frequently relocate and must navigate new state licensing 

requirements. By streamlining multi-state licensure, the compact reduces career 

disruption and allows military spouses and service members who are podiatrists to 

continue practicing without unnecessary delay. Hospitals and healthcare systems 

gain greater flexibility in recruiting and retaining qualified professionals. Most 

importantly, patients benefit from expanded access to specialized care and 

improved continuity of treatment. 

 

In closing, Senate Bill 354 builds on a model this committee knows well. It reduces 

unnecessary barriers, modernizes licensure, and expands access to care, all while 

preserving Ohio’s regulatory authority. It is a practical step forward that benefits 

providers, strengthens our healthcare system, and most importantly, serves patients 

across our state. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. I would be happy to answer any 

questions at this time.  


