Members of the Senate Health Committee,

| would like to thank you for the opportunity to share my
testimony regarding S.B. 375. This legislation is of profound
importance to me and the broader medical community as we
consider necessary reforms to the State Medical Board of Ohio
(SMBO) disciplinary process.

My name is Dr John Panuto. | am board certified in Allergy and
Immunology as well as Internal medicine. Following a
distinguished career that included nearly 30 years in private
practice, serving as chairman of Allergy and Immunology at
Fairview hospital, and teaching as an associate professor at the
Onhio University School of Medicine, | was forced to close my
practice in July of 2022

| am writing to you today to provide context on the events that led
to the permanent revocation of my medical license - a sanction |
believe illustrates the urgent need for the reforms proposed in
S.B. 375. In 2010, | accepted a role as a principal investigator for
a clinical research company. While | take full responsibility for my
failure to provide adequate oversight and for hastily signing off on
paperwork, | was unaware at the time that the research team was
engaging in sophisticated fraud, including the theft of patient
identities and the falsification of data.

Despite my lack of direct involvement in the conspiracy and the
fact that no clinical patients were ever harmed, the permanent
revocation of my license was treated as a foregone conclusion
due to a felony plea suggested by my criminal defense team. This




" nuclear option” was exercised without regard for mitigating
circumstances, my decades of unblemished service, or the fact
that | have since completed remedial ethics and record-keeping
courses at Case Western Reserve University. The current system
allows for the permanent destruction of a professional career
without exploring middle-ground sanctions - such as temporary
suspensions, fines, or mandatory retraining - that are common
when physicians demonstrate a lack of competency and/or
misconduct in other areas. The permanent loss of my license has
not only been a personal and financial catastrophe, but also has
deprived underserved communities in Cuyahoga and Lorain
counties of a specialist in a rare field. | believe that S.B.375 is a
vital step towards overhauling the SMBO hearing process to
ensure that disciplinary actions are fair, proportionate, and focus
on rehabilitation rather than just permanent exclusion.

To demonstrate the stark contrast between states, in my federal
indictment, which is public knowledge, 2/3 of the cases mentioned
in the indictment were signed off by other physicians in
Tennessee. Not only are those physicians still practicing
medicine, they did not even receive any federal charges. | asked
the SMBO before my hearing, to subpoena the records to
demonstrate that | was not responsible for 2/3 of the cases in the
indictment, but the records were never obtained. The research
company received over $6 million in these eight studies over 5
years. | received approximately $57,000. Obviously, this was not
for financial gain. Again this information is public knowledge in
my indictment.




| was once told by my criminal defense team “ don't let the word
felony behind your name define you.” | say to you today, members
of the committee, try telling that to financial institutions, hospitals,
potential future employers, and yes The State Medical Board of
Ohio.

| lost millions of dollars in legal fees, restitution, and debt from
closing my practice prematurely. | was incarcerated for five and a
half months at Morgantown,West Virginia Federal Correction
Center and then subjected to a halfway house in downtown
Cleveland that is in desperate need of reform. Incarceration was
very difficult. If there was ever any silver lining , it is that | was
able to get through it by sharing my gift of education with fellow
inmates. | taught medical courses, including Men's Health and
Infectious Diseases. | was also able to tutor fellow inmates
towards obtaining their GED. | found this very gratifying and
rewarding. | have paid my dues and then some but not according
to the SMBO.

| hope my story encourages you to support S.B.375 to ensure that
future physicians are afforded a more equitable process. I'd be
more than happy to entertain any questions or give you further
detail of my unfortunate situation and SMBO reform if time
permits. Thank you for your time and for your consideration of this
critical issue.

Sincerely,

John A. Panuto, M.D.
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