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Chairman Huffman, Vice Chairman Johnson and Ranking Member Liston, I am Dr. Richard 
Schilling and I am here today to testify in support of Senate Bill 354, The Interstate Podiatric 
Medical Licensure Compact bill sponsored by Senator Kristina Roegner.  I am a podiatric 
physician here in Columbus and I am a former President of the Ohio Foot & Ankle Medical 
Association (OHFAMA). 
 
As a practicing podiatric physician and surgeon, I strongly believe Senate Bill 354 will 
create an essential pathway in helping Ohio maintain a strong podiatric physician 
profession in Ohio by breaking down any potential administrative barriers that may 
discourage podiatric physicians and surgeons from relocating to and becoming licensed to 
practice in Ohio.  To reiterate an important point made by Senator Roegner in her sponsor 
testimony regarding Senate Bill 354, this legislation will not change the current scope of 
practice for any podiatrist already practicing in Ohio.  In addition, for any podiatrist 
receiving an Ohio license through the creation of this Interstate Compact, the current, 
rigorous standards of practice established in Ohio statute and additional administrative 
requirements will be maintained by The State Medical Board for all podiatric physicians 
and surgeons who are licensed in this state. 
 
As a profession, Ohio is very fortunate to have one of the few Colleges of Podiatry in the 
country located in Independence through our association with Kent State University.  The 
college is a great asset in training podiatric physicians and surgeons of the future; 
graduates we hope will establish their practices in Ohio and provide crucial health care 
services to their patients, who are also your constituents. However, we are also excited to 
have the opportunity to showcase Ohio to podiatrists across the country and hope that 
they bring their professional skills to Ohio to practice.  Through the utilization of the 
Interstate Podiatric Medical License Compact proposal that is contained in  
Senate Bill 354, Ohio can be at the forefront of this effort and become one of the founding 
states of this Compact. 
 
Our profession would like to thank Senator Roegner for sponsoring Senate Bill 354, as her 
efforts on behalf of other health care professionals in creating separate compact 



legislation has established a standard in providing safe, effective portability in licensure 
between states that has improved the administrative efficiency in the area of professional 
licensure with other states.  I believe this compact movement is truly reflective of the ever-
changing health care delivery system that will also benefit patients, as SB 354 and other 
bills like this can potentially aide patients in rural and underserved areas by providing 
access to podiatrists who are ready and willing to serve patients in those work shortage 
areas. 
 
Mr. Chairman, Vice Chairman Johnson, Ranking Member Liston and members of the 
committee, thank you for allowing me to testify today in strong support of Senate Bill 354.  I 
hope that you will join me in supporting this important bill and I am happy to attempt to 
answer any question you may have regarding this legislation. 


