Senate Health Committee Chair Stephen A. Huffman From: Linda J. Theis, Legislative Chair,
Right to Life Action Coalition of Ohio | come today as the Legislative Team Chair of Right to Life
Action Coalition of Ohio, the largest grassroots organization of Life supporters in the state of
Ohio. We write as a proponent organization of HB 324, the Patients Protection Act. For drugs
that cause upwards of 5% reported complications, it makes common medical sense to assure
that in-person documented informed consent be accomplished prior to the prescription for
their use. With reports of harmful issues arising from the use of various drugs on the market, it
becomes even more important that there be in-person meetings held with a health care
professional knowledgeable of possible complications to discuss the updated information
available. Follow-up is extremely important as well. In addition, we support that the bill
prohibits selling a prescription drug, including by mail, to a patient if it causes sever adverse
effects in greater than 5% of the drug's users. Again, the mail order without in-person oversight
is problematic on numerous levels. If we want to assure that individuals make truly informed
decisions regarding the use of any dangerous drug, the pertinent information, including
possible complications, must be brought to their attention. The medical professionals owe this
to every person prior to decisions made. The by mail distribution is very problematic in that
regard as well. If we are remiss in this area there will be not only hurt and/or unhappy
individuals, should they be the ones who have adverse effects, but lawsuits will be cropping up
for many years to come, bringing more hurt and heartache from something that may have been
avoided completely had they had conversation and information prior to a recommended
medication or drug. It is always wise to provide informed consent and make follow-up support
available when caring for patients and their families. There should be no drugs exempt, but
especially when it comes to those shown to have over 5% complications. We encourage the
committee to support and send this bill to the Senate for full consideration and a vote soon.
Respectfully Submitted, Linda J. Theis



