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Chairman Huffman, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Liston and Members of the Ohio 

Senate Health Committee:   
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony in support of the SHE WINS Act. 

My name is Dr. Alicia Thompson, and as a board-certified obstetrician-gynecologist with more 

than fifteen years of experience in military, academic, and community medicine, I support House 

Bill 347 because women considering abortion deserve clear, honest information about the 

potential physical risks before making a permanent medical decision.   

In every other area of medicine, informed consent requires physicians to explain the known risks, 

complications, and alternatives associated with a procedure. Abortion should not be treated 

differently. Women have the right to understand possible complications such as hemorrhage, 

infection, uterine or cervical injury, incomplete abortion requiring additional surgery.  

Women should also be informed that medication abortions carry unique risks, including severe 

bleeding, ongoing pregnancy, undiagnosed ectopic pregnancy, and retained tissue that may 

require emergency medical treatment or surgical intervention. While some complications may be 

uncommon, their seriousness makes them highly relevant to a patient’s decision-making 

process.   

House Bill 347 helps ensure that women receive this information in a way they can clearly 

understand and have adequate time to consider. The bill recognizes that informed consent is not 

simply signing a form, but a meaningful medical conversation that allows a patient to ask 

questions, evaluate risks, and make a voluntary and informed decision.   

The legislation’s 24-hour reflection period is also consistent with standards commonly used for 

other significant elective medical procedures. Giving women time to process information, 

consult trusted family members or medical professionals, and reflect on their options promotes 

patient autonomy and responsible medical care. Because the informed-consent discussion can 

occur in person, by phone, or virtually, the bill allows flexibility while still prioritizing patient 

understanding and safety.   

Ultimately, women in Ohio deserve complete and accurate information about the possible 

physical harms associated with abortion procedures and abortion-inducing drugs. House Bill 347 

strengthens informed consent protections and helps ensure that women can make fully informed 

decisions about their health and future.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am happy to answer any questions.   

 


