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Chair Huffman, Vice-Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Liston, and members of the Senate
Health Committee, thank you for the opportunity to offer proponent testimony on House Bill
347. My name is Marsha Forson, and I am an associate director with the Catholic Conference of
Ohio. The Conference is the official voice of the Catholic Church in Ohio on matters of public
policy and government relations.

The Church in Ohio (comprised of over 700 parishes serving the State’s two million Catholics)
has heeded the call of the late Pope Francis to “concrete solidarity, lived with the approach of
closeness and proximity to mothers in difficulty due to ... unexpected pregnancy” by
accompanying pregnant women in need through authentic friendship and ongoing support.
Community-based efforts such as Walking with Moms in Need connect women with resources
and assistance, helping them to simultaneously welcome their children and achieve their goals.
Catholic hospitals in Ohio live this call to solidarity through the provision of care to over two
million patients in 2024, including high-quality healthcare services for women and children.

The women we serve, alongside commonly cited sources, list financial instability, lack of support
from partners or family, and a fear of not being able to reach future career or educational goals as
the primary reasons for which women choose abortion. The recognition of an unplanned
pregnancy, combined with a flurry of financial pressures and the lack of a stable support system,
often contributes to the reality that for many, abortion is a choice made in the perceived absence
of choices.

This legislation empowers women with the information and space they need to fully exercise a
free choice. HB 347 ensures women are informed of alternatives, the availability of medical
assistance benefits that may be available for prenatal, birth, and postpartum care, and ensures
that she is fully informed about the nature of the procedure, any associated risks, and receives
information on the status of any risks associated with her pregnancy.

Pope Francis encouraged us to remain “committed to women ... women must be able to count on
the support of the entire civil and ecclesial community.” We urge the Committee to support
women by ensuring that they are liberated from the freedom-limiting coercion of difficult
circumstances and unsupportive or despairing voices, and are instead empowered with
knowledge that elicits hope for their future and that of their children.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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