
 
 

To: Chairman Huffman 
Vice-Chair Johnson 
Ranking Member Liston 
Senate Health Committee  

From: Ryan Folz  
Legislative Liaison  
Center for Christian Virtue  

Re: Support for HB347 

Chairman Huffman, Vice-Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Liston, and esteemed members of the 
Senate Health Committee, thank you for allowing me the time to speak today. My name is Ryan Folz, 
and I am testifying on behalf of the Center for Christian Virtue, Ohio’s largest Christian public policy 
organization in support of House Bill 347.  

At its core, House Bill 347 is about informed consent, the same informed consent required for other 
common medical procedures. Regardless of where someone stands on abortion, I believe we can all agree 
that patients deserve complete and accurate information before making a serious medical decision that 
carries any health risks. 

This bill recognizes abortion as a medical procedure and requires that it meet the same consent 
standards we expect throughout healthcare. A patient should understand the nature of the procedure, 
the potential risks and complications, and the alternatives available to them before making a decision. 
Importantly, House Bill 347 applies only to elective abortions. It does not apply to miscarriages, ectopic 
pregnancies, or medical emergencies. Patients facing these severe, life-threatenting situations will be 
treated with the immediate medical attention they require. 

The bill establishes a straightforward process. At least 24 hours before an elective abortion, a physician 
must meet with the patient, answer her questions, and provide information about the procedure, its risks, 
and available alternatives. The patient then certifies that they have received that information and is 
providing informed consent. This process ensures flexibility, by allowing for this meeting to be done in 
person, by telephone, or virtually. House Bill 347 also ensures that these disclosures can keep pace with 
medical science by allowing the State Medical Board to update information regarding risks and 
complications as new evidence becomes available. This helps ensure patients receive the most 
up-to-date and relevant information. 
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Most importantly, this legislation is about empowering patients with knowledge. Without all relevant 
information, a patient's consent cannot be genuinely informed. Providing that information is not a 
burden—it is a basic standard of good medical care. 

In closing, House Bill 347 strikes a balanced approach. It respects a patient’s ability to choose abortion 
while ensuring that those decisions are made with complete and accurate information. It promotes 
transparency, accountability, and informed consent without interfering with emergency medical care nor 
the will of Ohio voters. 

Committee members, this bill is smart policy and needed policy that strengthens patient protections and 
supports informed decision-making. For those reasons, I respectfully ask for your favorable consideration 
of House Bill 347. Thank you to the bill sponsors, Representatives Williams and Odioso. I am happy to 
answer any questions.  

Respectfully, 
 
Ryan M. Folz 
Legislative Liaison, CCV 
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