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Chair Huffman, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Liston, and members of the Senate Health Committee,
the Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA), the state’s oldest and largest professional organization
representing Ohio physicians, medical residents, and medical students, submits the following written
testimony in support of Senate Bill 375, regarding physician license reinstatement.

Ohio physicians invest years in education, training, and service to their patients and communities. When a
physician makes a serious mistake, discipline is necessary. However, a permanent revocation with no
possibility for reconsideration, regardless of the circumstances or rehabilitation efforts, is not always a fair
outcome. SB 375 addresses this issue.

Senate Bill 375 creates a fair process. It does not guarantee reinstatement. Instead, it sets strict conditions
for physicians to apply for reconsideration. The Board maintains full authority to approve or deny
applications at every stage.

SB 375 sets strict eligibility requirements. Five years must pass after revocation before a physician can apply.
Applicants must show they have met all terms of the Board’s order, completed continuing medical
education, participated in community service or professional volunteer work, and passed an independent
skills evaluation. For revocations due to mental or physical illness, treatment must be completed before
applying. Those revoked for impairment must complete a Board-approved treatment program. The Board
will conduct a criminal records check before considering reinstatement. Anyone who has been revoked for
patient harm, sexual misconduct, or violent felonies is not eligible. Even if all requirements are met, the
Board can reinstate a license only if there is clear and convincing evidence that the applicant is of good
moral character, is able to practice safely, and that reinstatement serves the public interest.

OSMA supports SB 375 because physicians deserve a fair process. Under current Ohio law, there is no
mechanism to revisit a revocation even when the misconduct did not involve patient harm and the physician
has taken meaningful steps toward rehabilitation. Physicians are held to a high standard, and rightly so but a
disciplinary system that offers no path for reconsideration, under any circumstances is one that treats
discipline as an end in itself, rather than a means to a safer profession. SB 375 does not eliminate
accountability. It ensures that accountability is proportionate.

SB 375 includes strong safeguards after reinstatement. Any physician who is reinstated must pass a Board-
approved competency exam and serve a one-year probation under Board oversight. The Board can require
additional training, coursework, or ongoing evaluations if there is a history of mental or physical illness.
These measures ensure patient safety remains the top priority.

OSMA thanks Senators Manning and Huffman for addressing this gap in Ohio law. SB 375 is a responsible
and well-constructed approach that gives Ohio physicians who have genuinely rehabilitated a fair
opportunity to be heard, while maintaining strong safeguards to protect patients at every step. OSMA is
grateful to the members of the committee for your consideration of this legislation and appreciates the
opportunity to contribute to the legislative process.
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