TO: Ohio Senate Health Committee

FROM: Jan Nespor

DATE: June 9, 2026

RE: House Bill 347 — Opponent Testimony (written only)

Chair Huffman, Vice Chair Johnson, Ranking Member Liston, and members of the Senate Health
Committee, thank you for this opportunity to provide (written only) opponent testimony for House Bill

347.

My name is Jan Nespor. I am an Ohio resident and an emeritus professor at the Ohio State University. 1
write here only in my capacity as a private citizen.

The people of Ohio voted to give women access to abortion. HB347 is an attempt to limit that access,
creating barriers that typically delay women’s ability to exercise their reproductive rights by far more than
24 hours.' Sponsors’ claim that the legislation is designed to protect women is misdirection at best. This is
an antiabortion bill, copied from similar legislation in other states.”> In Ohio, it would create an
unconstitutional burden on the right to reproductive choice. That is why earlier efforts to mandate a 24-
hour waiting period before an abortion have been enjoined by a state court. HB347 is partly a strategy to
waste the energy of reproductive rights protectors by starting another round of legal proceedings, and
partly a gamble that the Courts will move so far to the right that even something blatantly unconstitutional
as this legislation will be upheld.” As the conservative writer David Frum as acknowledged, “If
conservatives become convinced that they can not win democratically, they will not abandon
conservatism. They will reject democracy.”*

To those who remain committed to American democracy, I urge you to reject HB347.

1 One study suggests that the median waiting period actually ends up being 6 days - Liecbhard B et al (2025).

In ohio, mandatory 24-hour waiting periods for abortion care are seldom 24 hours Contraception, 151.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.contraception.2025.111097

2 See for example https://lawatlas.org/datasets/abortion-waiting-period-requirements

3 See Michael J. Klarman, The Supreme Court, 2019 Term—TForeword: The Degradation of American Democracy—and the
Court, 134 Harvard Law Review. 1, 178-231 (2020)

4 David Fram, Trumpocracy: The Corruption of the American Republic. See also de Oliveira Santos & Jost (2024) Liberal-conservative

asymmetries in anti-democratic tendencies are partly explained by psychological differences in a nationally representative U.S.

sample. Commun Psychol 2, 61. https:/ /doi.otg/10.1038/44271-024-00096-3
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