
June 9, 2026 

To: The Honorable Members of the House/Senate Health Committee 

From: Ashka Shah, Concerned Citizen/Medical Student 

Subject: Opponent Testimony on House Bill 347 

To Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and members of 
the House Health Committee, thank you for this opportunity to provide (written only) 
opponent testimony for House Bill 347. 

I am a female of reproductive age, a medical student in Columbus, and a resident in the 
community. I strongly oppose HB 347 because it threatens the bodily autonomy of 
Ohioans and inserts politicians into private healthcare decisions. 

In 2023, 2.2+ million Ohio voters overwhelmingly clearly enshrined reproductive freedom 
into our State Constitution. HB 347 attempts to override this will of the people of Ohio 
by imposing a mandatory 24-hour waiting period. This delay creates arbitrary and 
discriminatory barriers to care, particularly for low-income families, young women, 
survivors of violence, and those living in rural areas without local reproductive clinics. 

Medical decisions require careful consultation with a healthcare provider, and should be 
up to the discretion of a trained medical provider, not a government-mandated pause, 
especially when there is no evidence to suggest it leads to safer outcomes. I urge this 
committee to respect the expertise of physicians and medical professionals and the 
constitutional rights of Ohioans by voting NO on House Bill 347.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Ashka Shah 


