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Senate Bill 345 Sponsor Testimony

Chair Timken, Vice Chair Roegner, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Higher
Education Committee, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on
Senate Bill 345. The goal of this bill is to improve college graduation rates by creating an incentive
for colleges to adopt evidence-based practices that foster student success.

Many Ohioans enroll in college and for various reasons never complete their degree, leading to
burdensome costs for both students and taxpayers. Senate Bill 345 seeks to address this problem
by encouraging state institutions to implement evidence-based practices shown to improve student
success. To help facilitate this, this bill creates the Higher Education Evidence-based Innovation
Fund and Grant Program. Funds will be awarded on a competitive basis to state higher education
institutions that are looking to adopt evidence-based reforms that meet criteria outlined in the bill.

Senate Bill 345 does not limit schools to implementing specific pre-determined practices in order
to receive funding but rather allows institutions to propose reforms or practices of their choosing
so long as they are supported by credible evidence and meet the bill’s outlined criteria. This ensures
schools are able to make policies and determine what is best for their students instead of
prescribing a one-size-fits all approach.

We have already seen schools make great progress using this approach, including Lorain County
Community College whose SAIL Program has led to increased graduation rates. They have done
this through introducing practices like one-on-one advising, career counseling, and monthly
academic check-ins. With institutions like LCCC already seeing increased graduation rates using
this strategic approach, encouraging other schools to take similar steps ensures that as a state, we
are promoting data-driven paths to success for our students.

Additionally, it’s important to note that this legislation is a companion bill to House Bill 644 which
recently accepted the same amendment that was adopted by the committee today, removing the
requirement that the Chancellor conduct a feasibility study. With that, members of the Committee,
thank you again for allowing me to testify, I’d be happy to answer questions at this time.




