Written Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 250

The Promised Land Act

Chair Reynolds, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in support of Senate Bill 250, the
Promised Land Act.

My name is Te'’Airea Powell, and | serve as the Faith and Government Relations Coordinator for
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Cincinnati. Habitat's mission is to bring people together to build
homes, communities, and hope. Through affordable homeownership opportunities, we help
families achieve stability and build generational wealth.

One of the greatest challenges facing affordable housing development today is access to land.
Across Ohio, many faith communities own property that is underutilized or no longer serves its
original purpose. At the same time, thousands of hardworking families are struggling to find a
pathway to homeownership.

Senate Bill 250 presents an innovative solution by creating incentives that encourage partnerships
between charitable organizations, faith-based institutions, and housing developers. By helping
unlock land owned by churches and other nonprofit organizations, this legislation has the potential
to create new opportunities for affordable homeownership while strengthening communities
throughout Ohio.

At Habitat for Humanity of Greater Cincinnati, we have seen firsthand the willingness of
congregations to support affordable housing efforts. Many of our church partners are eager to
explore ways their property and resources can be used to serve families in need. However, financial
barriers often make these projects difficult to pursue. The incentives provided through Senate Bill
250 could help bridge that gap and make more projects financially feasible.

This legislation also recognizes the important role that faith communities play in addressing
community needs. Churches, synagogues, mosques, and other faith organizations have long been
partners in Habitat's work through volunteerism, advocacy, financial support, and land donations.
Senate Bill 250 provides another tool to help these organizations translate their commitment to
service into tangible housing opportunities for Ohio families.

Ohio continues to face a housing shortage that affects families, employers, and communities alike.
Increasing the supply of affordable, owner-occupied housing requires creative solutions and strong
partnerships. Senate Bill 250 represents exactly that kind of forward-thinking approach.

On behalf of Habitat for Humanity of Greater Cincinnati, | respectfully urge the committee to
support Senate Bill 250 and help expand opportunities for affordable homeownership across our
State.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

Te’Airea Powell
Faith & Government Relations Coordinator

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Cincinnati



