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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, my name is Samantha Perry, 3-years ago (on May 9% at noon), |
won a 15-year battle with getting my guardianship. The past 3 years have been successful, and |
want to thank my good support system that | recently obtained. | am submitting this testimony
as a proponent of SB 35.

When | was under guardianship, | didn’t have much support until John Trobee from APSI
became my new guardian. He helped me build a strong support system before my guardianship
was finalized, which made me realize that with the right resources, | can achieve anythingin a
safe and secure way. Now, whenever | feel uncertain, | can reach out to my support network to
confirm that I'm on the right path.

My support system includes my remote and direct support provider, Ohio At Home (OAH),
which assists me both virtually with camera monitoring and in person staff. | receive daily
support from OAH staff and management which has played a crucial role in my progress. | also
have my behavior support specialist, Nikole Loew as well as my family and doctors. Additionally,
my service animals provide assistance and comfort, further strengthening my daily routine. This
supportive network has been essential in maintaining my guardianship, and | believe others
could greatly benefit from having a similar support system in place.

| support the bill because | believe we should exhaust every alternative before resorting to
guardianship. Supportive decision-making is a far more effective approach than simply
assigning a guardian. With the right support system in place, more individuals can successfully
and safely manage their own affairs.

Thank you for listening to my testimony and hopefully you will hear my success story and see
how this bill has the potential to help others achieve the same things | was able to. Chair
Manning and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit this
testimony as a proponent on SB 35.



