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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, my name is Derek Graham, an attorney with the law firm of Philipps 
& Graham where we represent individuals with developmental disabilities and the families of 
individuals with developmental disabilities.  I am submitting this testimony as a proponent of SB 
35.  

As a lawyer my practice is committed to representing individuals with developmental disabilities 
and their families.  I know first-hand the challenges that many such families face because in 
addition to representing these families, I have a daughter with Down syndrome and so I am one 
of these families.  Like so many of my clients, I see my daughter with Down syndrome face and 
conquer challenges daily that many people never even consider.  One very common challenge 
that individuals with developmental disabilities face is the challenge of how to properly balance 
getting and receiving support in the area of decision-making.  Decision-making is a skill, and it 
can be taught, learned and developed at different rates for different people.   

I have taught guardianship training courses for the Ohio Supreme Court, worked on committees 
evaluating best practices for decision-making supports for persons with developmental 
disabilities, drafted power of attorneys and counseled hundreds of families on how to best 
support an adult with a developmental disability around decision-making.  I say with great 
confidence that the importance of SB 35 is that it provides clarity and reinforces the role of the 
individual in their own decision-making process.  SB 35 will help reduce unnecessary guardianship 
cases and will better equip Guardians where that is the correct course of action.   

In my own experience as a father and attorney, I often see families steered toward a 
predetermined decision-making plan that is more restrictive than necessary based solely on a 
person’s diagnosis or disability.  SB 35 and the implementation of a Supported Decision-Making 
plan will not change the number of people who need a guardian, and it will not change the 
number of people who need to sign powers of attorney.  But it will very clearly help our system 
re-tool and re-train to be reminded that the first option in every decision-making scenario should 
be to support the individual and maximize their abilities first before seeking a third party 
decision-making structure. 

  



Some people with developmental disabilities will need guardianship, most people with 
developmental disabilities will need powers of attorney, and all people with developmental 
disabilities will have the option of utilizing supported decision-making.  

Chair Manning and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit this 
testimony as a proponent on SB 35. 

 


