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Chairperson Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-
Hudson, and members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, thank you
for the opportunity to testify for HB 35. [ am submitting this
testimony as a proponent and interested party of SB 35.

My name is Alicia Hopkins I have a developmental disability and I
have had a supported decision making team for almost a year now. I
am my own guardian today because of supported decision making.

Supported Decision Making has helped me become more
independent, self direct my care, learn real problem solving skills
and make informed decisions.

This bill can change a lot of lives. Supported Decision Making has
helped me have autonomy in making decisions and has helped me
improve many outcomes. [ want to share a few of ways supported
decision making has helped me.

[ have a complicated medical situation that makes nutrition difficult
for me. My supported decision-making team helped me look at a
bunch of different recipes that we’re with in my nutrition guidelines
to make informed decisions on meals to prep each week with my
direct support staff. They typed out the recipes I chose to help set
me up for success.

My SDM team helped me go to the grocery store to learn about
different gluten free products that exist and to help me make
informed decisions about what to eat and ultimately, it has given me



my autonomy back with making choices with food and is helping me
change outcomes.

My SDM team helped me by being my Ally at Project Stir so I could
learn problem solving skills, self advocacy, and conflict management
skills.

My SDM team is also working with me on a community project
where [ am working to learn to cook with my direct support staff
who have English as secondary language. I am learning real skills
and working to improve my independent living outcomes.

[ agree with the rules around supported decision making. [ would
like to ask that in addition to the current rules we consider some of
language within the bill around notary public and signature
requirements. Many of my friends in the blind community believe
these requirements will exclude them from being able to utilize
supported decision making. The other factors that need to be
considered is access to public notary and over legalizing this great
method of support.

Supported decision making is needed in Ohio I firmly agree. It has
been life changing we must make sure the ability to enter into a
contract is accessible to all who want to utilize it. I like to ask
legislators to add language to allow for digital signatures, signature
stamp and use of two witnesses without a notary as many people
with developmental disabilities might not have access to notary
public and an advanced directive holds validation by two witnesses
as should a supported decision making agreement.

Chair Manning and members of the committee, thank you for the
opportunity to submit this testimony as a proponent on SB 35.






