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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and
members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, my name is Latisha Martin, and | am an
individual who receives services from the Montgomery County Board of Developmental
Disabilities Services. | am a self-advocate and | am an advocate for the disability
community. | am submitting this testimony as a proponent of SB 35.

| support Senate Bill 35 because | am a person who lives in my own apartment. | have
lived here for six years. | do not feel that individuals with disabilities should have to be
forced to have a guardian if they don’t need one. It should be their decision if they feel
they need one.

| am a person who does not have a guardian. | make decisions every day like what |
want to wear, what | want to eat, and if | want to go anywhere. If | am in a situation
where | need help with my decisions, depending on what the decision is, | have people
in my life and in the community that | connect with. For example, when | received a
stipend check, my Service & Support Administrator suggested that | pay off my burial
insurance. That is an example of a decision where a person | trust helped me consider
my choices before | made the decision myself. In summer of 2010, | won a case and |
made the decision to go on a vacation, go on a cruise, and go shopping with the money
that | received. My staff helped me plan these trips by talking to me about what | wanted
to do, and then | made the decision.

If Senate Bill 35 passes, these are some examples of what supported decision-making

can look like for individuals like myself. | would appreciate if you would please consider
this so that we can have more control over our lives and not be controlled by the people
that are in our lives and by the system.

Chair Manning and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit
this testimony as a proponent on SB 35.



