Chair Manning and fellow members of Judiciary Committee, thank you for
allowing us the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 174,
legislation to revise family law.

Back in 2005, the Ohio Supreme Court’s Task Force on Family Law and Children
issued a report on family law in Ohio, highlighting areas that needed reforms.
From there, the Supreme Court’s Advisory Committee on Children and Families
got to work on implementing the recommendation of the Task Force, with one
goal in mind — to have a child-centered process for both parents and kids involved
in the court system.

The legislation you have before you today is not the product of just one person or
group, rather the hard work of parents, family law attorneys, and judges. Each
person who contributed did so with one common goal in mind, what is in the best
interest of the child.

This legislation is the product of roughly 20 years of hard work, making sure we
put children first, all going back to the Task Force’s goal: Establishing and
maintaining a parent-child relationship is of fundamental importance to the
welfare of a child. Therefore, the relationship between a child and both parents
should be fostered unless inconsistent with the child’s best interest. Further, any
legal process that allocates parenting functions and responsibilities should be
guided by each child’s best interests.

There are four major components that | believe are important to highlight about
this legislation:

e Discontinuation of labels such as “residential parent” or “custodial parent”
to remove the perception that one parent may have the upper hand or
more authority than the other. This was deliberate to help minimize the
adversarial nature of these types of proceedings. The proposal is for there
to be a “designated parent” for each of the parenting rights listed in the
parenting plan.

e All parenting responsibilities are allocated in the parenting plan, which
seeks to ensure that “parents or legal custodians share in the



responsibilities of raising a child, enable a child to enjoy a meaningful
relationship with both parents or legal custodians, and maximize parenting
time with each parent when it is in the best interest of the child.”

e Expanded the best interest of the child factors to include the actions of a
parent to mislead the court or cause unnecessary delay in the case; the
recommendations of other court-appointees (e.g., parenting coordinator,
custody evaluator, investigator); the child’s and parent’s safety; parents’
past ability to provide for the child’s daily needs.

One thing that everyone agrees on, our children are of the upmost importance.
They must always come first and with this legislation we will be doing just that.

Chairman Manning, thank you for allowing us to provide sponsor testimony on
Senate Bill 174. We are happy to answer any questions the committee may have.



