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Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, I thank you for this opportunity to submit interested party testimony for Senate Bill 
35 on behalf of the Ohio Judicial Conference.  

I am James Walther, Judge of the Lorain County Probate Court. I am currently in my third term, serving 
since 2009. I am President of the Ohio Association of Probate Judges and Immediate Past President of the 
National College of Probate Judges. I also serve as a member of the Probate Law and Procedure 
Committee of the Ohio Judicial Conference, as a member of the Board of Trustees of the Ohio Judicial 
College and as a member of the Supreme Court’s Advisory Committee on Children & Families. 

S.B. 35 will codify supported decision-making as a less restrictive alternative to guardianship for adults 
with developmental disabilities. Formal recognition of supported decision-making will help Ohio utilize its 
limited guardianship resources more effectively and positively impact the probate courts. My fellow 
probate judges and I have reviewed and discussed S.B. 35 and its predecessor on several occasions. We 
thank the sponsors, Senator Cirino and Senator Reynolds, for updating the as-introduced version of S.B. 
35 based on feedback from the Judicial Conference. The minor language changes in this version of the bill 
have alleviated the probate judges’ lingering concerns.  

We thank you for the opportunity to submit our testimony on S.B. 35. I would be happy to answer any 
questions you may have. 
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