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Vice Chair Reynolds and members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, thank you for allowing us 

the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 270. The goal of this bill is to 

implement some of the recommendations from the Governor’s Juvenile Justice Working Group 

Report.  

 

In November 2023, Governor DeWine convened the Juvenile Justice Working Group to conduct 

an in-depth review of juvenile justice in Ohio. This included a holistic and thorough examination 

of the operations at county juvenile detention facilities, the Ohio Department of Youth Services, 

and community corrections facilities throughout the state. The Working Group toured facilities, 

held several public meetings, and spent time discussing critical issues seen throughout the juvenile 

justice space. 

 

This bipartisan group was composed of judges, law enforcement officers, policy experts, and faith-

based service providers. Both Senator Manning and I had the privilege of serving alongside these 

experts and staff members who are actively working in these spaces on a day-to-day basis, 

including Tom Stickrath, former director of both the Ohio Department of Youth Services (DYS) 

and Ohio Department of Public Safety, who served as chair.  

 

In September of 2024, the working group concluded by publishing a report that detailed 26 

recommendations addressing a variety of important facets of juvenile justice, including reentry 

support, education, youth safety, health and mental health services, along with staffing levels and 

staff safety. Of those 26 recommendations, recommendations #7, #8, and #9 specifically 

referenced action that should be taken by the legislature.  

 

As members of various working groups and commissions in the past, we have both witnessed great 

reports, like this one, being released followed by little action taken by the General Assembly. Thus, 

we wanted to bring these recommendations before the legislature for its review and to continue 

the important conversation of juvenile justice reform.  

 



With that in mind, Senate Bill 270 will do three things:  

1. Raise the minimum age for youth commitment to the Department of Youth Services from 

10 to 14 years old.  

2. Allow for judicial discretion when sentencing youth who are adjudicated of gun 

specifications.  

3. Prohibit first-time, non-violent fifth-degree and fourth-degree felony offenses from being 

placed in DYS facilities. This is similar to Targeted Community Alternatives to Prison, 

also known as TCAP, which is currently being done in the majority of the adult system. 

 

This bill is an attempt to mirror the working group recommendations as closely as possible, and 

we look forward to hearing from proponents and interested parties on the ways these three 

changes would impact them, their work, and those in the juvenile system in Ohio.  

 

Members of the Committee, thank you again for allowing us to testify. We would be happy to 

answer questions at this time.  
 


