
Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and Members of the 
Committee: 

I am writing to you today as a concerned parent and guardian of my twins Henry and 

Elizabeth aged 25. For the last 24 years they have been in the care of the Heinzerling 

Memorial Foundation, and the experience has been excellent. 

During this period, we have endured and fought hard against the politicized forces that aim 

to mainstream all developmentally delayed and / or disabled Ohioans with no 

consideration of severity nor their own personal needs or wishes from their guardians. 

After studying this proposal, including reading testimony from concerned individuals it 

seems SB 35 is a dangerous path being considered.  My concerns include: 

-SB 35 puts adults with DD at the risk of abuse and undue influence because it contains 

no provisions to prevent incompetent adults from entering into a supported 

decisionmaking (SDM) agreement to appoint supporters to help the adult make and 

implement decisions. 

-SB 35 undermines guardianship by allowing evidence of any form of SDM (formal or 

informal) to argue against a guardianship in probate court.  

-Codifying SDM would mean adults with DD would have less protections in Ohio law 

when it comes to decision making than all other Ohio citizens. If SB 35 is passed, Ohio 

law would treat adults with dementia and Alzheimer’s and adults with mental illness with 

far more care. 

-All Ohioans, including adults with DD, can already ask others for help in making 

decisions without codifying SB 35. 

 

I strongly urge you to vote “No” on SB 35.  

 

Thank you. 

 

William A. Lahrmann 

 


