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Chairman Manning, Vice-Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members
of the Senate Judiciary Committee, my name is Chandler Waite, and | am the Director of
the Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of Cincinnati. Thank you
for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Senate Bill 87. This legislation
represents a critical step toward addressing the growing tide of antisemitism and fostering a
more respectful society.

Following the October 7th attack on Israel, there has been a noticeable surge in hateful and
dangerous demonstrations on college campuses and across public fora in Ohio. These
incidents highlight the troubling rise of antisemitism in institutions of higher learning, civic
spaces and outside of our community institutions, creating an increasingly hostile
environment for Jews.

In this troubling season facing the Jewish community, it is critical that we use every tool in
our toolbox to confront the rising violence. This includes adopting the International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism, to provide a
clear and standardized framework for understanding, identifying, and responding to such
incidents.

It's also very important to note that this legislation safeguards First Amendment rights,
ensuring that the definition of antisemitism is applied judiciously without infringing on
freedoms of speech or expression. Senate Bill 87 balances the need to address hate with
the importance of protecting free speech.

Antisemitism remains a growing concern across the nation and in Ohio. This legislation
provides the essential tools to recognize and respond to vandalism, harassment, and
violence. By defining antisemitism, Senate Bill 87 ensures that our state agencies and
justice system are equipped to combat this persistent issue.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on Senate Bill 87.
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