Written Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 87
Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee

Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the
committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of Senate Bill 87.

My name is Nathaniel Grossman, and | serve as Director of External Relations at Ohio State
University Hillel. Hillel exists to support Jewish students, faculty, and staff and to help ensure
that they can participate fully and safely in campus life.

Since October 7, 2023, we have witnessed a staggering rise in antisemitic incidents on college
campuses across the United States. Ohio State University has not been immune to this trend.

In the months following 10/7, a student walking on High Street was approached by an assailant
who asked if he was Jewish. When the student answered “yes,” he was brutally beaten. The
OSU Hillel building was entered and vandalized in broad daylight. An anti-Israel encampment
was briefly established on the Oval, and campus property was repeatedly defaced with anti-
Israel and antisemitic chalkings. These incidents targeted Jewish students, faculty, and staff
because of their perceived connection to or support for the State of Israel.

In many cases, those responsible attempted to mask antisemitism by substituting the word
“Zionist” for “Jew.” This rhetorical maneuver provides cover for the repetition of longstanding
antisemitic tropes: that “Zionists” are bloodthirsty and revel in the death of innocents; that
“Zionists” control governments and media institutions; and that “Zionists” are committing
genocide and are morally equivalent to Nazis. Despite this sleight of hand, the impact is
unmistakable. These messages function as hatred of Jews as Jews.

We have seen firsthand how this environment intimidated Jewish students into hiding visible
expressions of their Jewish identity and withdrawing from spaces where they fear harassment or
violence. That is not a theoretical harm. It is a real and present one.

At OSU Hillel, we were grateful for Governor Mike DeWine’s 2022 executive order adopting the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism. That
action provided important clarity for state agencies and institutions. Senate Bill 87 would build
on that progress by codifying the IHRA definition into Ohio law, ensuring consistency, durability,
and clarity in how antisemitism is identified and addressed.

The IHRA definition does not restrict speech or criticism of Israel. Rather, it provides a widely
recognized framework for distinguishing legitimate political expression from discriminatory
conduct rooted in antisemitic prejudice. Codifying this definition will help Ohio’s institutions
respond appropriately to antisemitism while upholding free expression and civil rights.



For these reasons, | respectfully urge the committee to support Senate Bill 87. Jewish students
in Ohio deserve the same sense of safety, dignity, and belonging as any other students. This
legislation is an important step toward that goal.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully submitted,
Nathaniel Grossman

Director of External Relations
Ohio State University Hillel



