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Judiciary Committee 
The Ohio Senate 

1 Capitol Square 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
 
February 9, 2026 
 
 
Re:  International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Definition of Antisemitism 
 
 
Dear Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and Members 

of the Judiciary Committee: 
 

As Chief Executive Officer of CAMERA (Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting 
and Analysis), a 44-year-old Massachusetts non-profit organization committed to exposing 
and combating anti-Jewish and anti-Israel bias and hatred in legacy and digital media, on 
college campuses, in K-12 education, and targeting evangelical Christian churches and 
communities, I urge the Select Board to embrace and endorse the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism without delay. 

 

Antisemitism is no longer confined to overt slurs or neo-Nazi symbolism. Today, it most 
frequently manifests through attacks on Jewish identity, history, and collective self-
determination—often under the guise of political or ideological opposition to Zionism and 
Israel. Since the Hamas terrorist attacks of October 7, 2023, this form of antisemitism has 
become the dominant and most pervasive expression of anti-Jewish hate in the United 
States and worldwide, including in K-12 education, on college campuses, in public 
demonstrations, and online. 

 

The IHRA working definition of antisemitism, which has been adopted or endorsed by 
dozens of democratic governments, U.S. states, and major institutions, is uniquely 
equipped to address this reality. In addition to defining antisemitism as hatred toward 
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Jews, the definition includes widely accepted examples that clarify when criticism of Israel 
and anti-Zionist rhetoric crosses the line into antisemitism. These include, among others: 

 
• Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, for example by denying 

the legitimacy of the State of Israel or distorting or ignoring the historical connecting 
of the Jewish people to the land of Israel. 

• Applying double standards to Israel by requiring behavior not expected or 
demanded of any other democratic nation. 

• Using symbols, imagery, or classic antisemitic tropes—such as allegations of 
Jewish or Israeli control, blood libels, or collective guilt—to characterize Israel or 
Israelis. 

• Drawing comparisons between Israeli policies and Nazi Germany, thereby 
trivializing the Holocaust and weaponizing Jewish trauma. 

• Holding Jewish individuals or institutions collectively responsible for the actions of 
the State of Israel. 

 

Since October 7, Jewish Americans have increasingly been subjected to these forms of 
hostility. Calls for the elimination of Israel, the celebration or justification of terrorist 
violence against Israelis, and the targeting of Jewish students, synagogues, and 
community institutions as “Zionist” have become commonplace. In practice, “Zionist” is 
routinely used as a proxy for “Jew,” and Jewish identity itself is treated as suspect or 
illegitimate. This is precisely the contemporary antisemitism the IHRA definition seeks to 
identify and confront. 

 

Adopting the IHRA definition does not suppress free speech or legitimate debate about 
Israeli government policies. The definition explicitly protects criticism of Israel like that 
leveled against any other country. What it does is draw a necessary and principled 
distinction between lawful political expression and antisemitic rhetoric or conduct that 
targets Jews as a people. 

 

Without this clarity, communities and institutions are left unequipped to respond when 
antisemitism occurs. Ambiguity has consequences: it enables the normalization of 
antisemitic language, excuses discriminatory conduct, and allows harassment and 
intimidation to escalate unchecked. 
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By endorsing and embracing the IHRA working definition of antisemitism, the State of Ohio 
will provide essential guidance to state government, cities and towns, schools, community 
organizations, and law enforcement. More importantly, it would affirm that Ohio 
recognizes antisemitism in its modern forms and will not allow it to be disguised, 
minimized, or ignored. 

 

I strongly urge the Senate Judiciary Committee to act decisively and endorse and embrace 
the IHRA definition. Doing so would demonstrate moral clarity, protect civil rights, and 
send a clear message that antisemitism—whether explicit or cloaked in contemporary 
rhetoric—has no place in Ohio. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Kurt Schwartz 
Chief Executive Officer 
CAMERA 
Newton, MA 
 


