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Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and Members of the
Committee:

I am submitting this testimony on behalf of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland in support of SB
87- the bill to define antisemitism and expand the offense of ethnic intimidation.

I am the grandson of four Holocaust survivors — my grandmother who moved to Israel after
World War II survived Auschwitz amongst other concentration camps before jumping off a train
to Treblinka to save herself while her sisters were led to their death. I am providing testimony
today as a professional, but this topic has defined my family’s story. From being scapegoated by
the Nazis as the cause of all of Germany’s ills and feeling powerless back in the 1930s and
1940s, the Jewish people reinvented themselves both in our ancient homeland and around the
world.

The need for this bill long precedes the fuse that was lit on October 7" after the Hamas terrorist
attack. The previous decade had seen rising levels of hatred against the Jewish community.
Since October 7, 2023, our state universities, local and county governments, trade associations
and civic organizations have faced attempts to isolate and demonize Jewish community members
because of their empathy and support for Israel after the worst terror attack since the creation of
the state. We know that hatred against the Jewish community is not new, it is the oldest form of
hatred and has driven the Jewish people out of their ancestral homeland in the land of Israel and
led to the creation of a vibrant diaspora community in places like Ohio. What is new and ever-
evolving is the way in which hatred against the Jewish community is expressed.

The most effective way to fight that hatred is to have a clear definition. If you can’t agree on
what hate speech is, you cannot address it.

The International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) is the most accepted and
mainstream definition of antisemitism with almost 1,300 entities and 37 state governments
having adopted it.

Practical examples of where this definition helps protect the Jewish community; Last July, neo-
Nazis draped a sign over an Ohio overpass that read “Deport the Jews”. This is clearly anti-
Jewish hate. An individual on the street strikes an identifiably Jewish community member and
calls them a genocide supporter. That is also anti-Jewish hate. These sorts of hate displays are
not uncommon in Ohio. IHRA creates more clarity for the less explicit or less obvious, but no
less dangerous, hate that the Jewish community faces.

This bill does not restrict free speech or the ability to critique foreign policy. What it does, is
define when that criticism crosses the line into hatred against Jews and Israel. Opponents know
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that this bill does not ban or restrict free speech. The clearest examples of criticism of the Israeli
government often comes from within Israel when millions of Israelis take to the streets to protest
their government. Criticism of Israel is not inherently antisemitic and in fact, it is a rich Jewish
tradition to encourage debate and disagreement. However when you refuse to acknowledge
Israel’s right to exist, its right to defend itself, or you refer to Jews or Israelis as Zionists as a slur
and apply impossible standards to Israel that you don’t expect any other country in the world to
uphold, you’re not looking to criticize the government. You’ve crossed the line into anti-Jewish
hate. And this is what IHRA helps us define.

Simply put, some critics wish to espouse anti-Jewish rhetoric without being labeled as anti-
Jewish. They wish to justify terrorism as resistance and attempt to portray such comments as
legitimate criticism of Israel, rather than hatred. The IHRA definition requires them to stand by
such words as hate speech.

What is particularly insidious about the antisemitism that has spread like wildfire throughout the
world — not just Ohio and the US- is the use of language, particularly Holocaust inversion that is
demonizing and delegitimizing Israel. Just for information purpose, every defensive war Israel
has fought when the terrorist group Hamas has incited a conflict resulted in Israel being accused
of a genocide. To equate a defensive war that is in response to the worst terror attack in Israel’s
modern history to the worst crime carried out in modern history against the Jewish people, in
which 6 million were murdered, is malicious and an attempt to erase Jewish history. Genocide is
a legal term, not one to be used for talking points.

Using the IHRA definition, it is antisemitic to challenge the legitimacy of a state while also
attempting to re-write history of how and why it was created in the first place. A recent survey
indicated that 88% of American Jews support Israel as a Jewish, Democratic state- the most
common definition of Zionism. Replacing the word “Jew” with “Zionist” has the same
antisemitic intent. You will likely hear from members of the Jewish community who oppose this
bill as well; according to the same survey, 7% of Jews across the United States identify as anti-
Zionist. These are the ones that will rise to oppose this, despite the overwhelming consensus of
US Jewry.

The IHRA definition has been the working definition for the state of Ohio’s agencies through
executive order since 2022 and adopted at the federal level through bipartisan administrations
without infringing on any individuals’ rights. Thank you to the leadership of this Committee and
the Senate for previous passage and I hope that this bill will pass the full legislature this session.
It is an important step and statement to codify this into law rather than allow it to be subject to
the winds of political change. The Jewish community of Ohio is facing unprecedented threats
and passage of this bill will be a foundational piece to ensuring their rights and safety.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony and consideration of this bill.
Marc Ashed

Assistant Vice President, External Affairs
Jewish Federation of Cleveland



