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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and Members of the Senate Judiciary
Committee:

Background and Statement of Interest

Ohio Jewish Communities is the statewide, bipartisan, government advocacy, public affairs, and community
relations voice of Ohio’s eight Jewish federations, and some 150 nonprofit agencies providing cradle-to-grave
cultural, educational, faith-based, health, and human services to thousands of Ohioans of every faith (and of
none) each day. | submit this testimony on their behalf.

The Senate, including this Committee, has already passed this critical legislation twice before, by large,
bipartisan margins. Since that time, Jew-hatred — and yes, let’s call antisemitism what it is in plain language —
that leads to violence or illegal action has continued to rise.

An Urgent Need

The need remains urgent. Because let’s be clear. There is a direct line between the kinds of hate-fueled
harassment, persecution, and violence that we have seen here in Ohio and the murderous terror attack in Bondi
Beach, Australia this past December that claimed the lives of 15 innocent people, ranging in age from ten years
old to 87 years old, including two rabbis and a Holocaust survivor.

Australia is now passing laws banning hate speech. But those laws can never work in Ohio, or anywhere else in
the United States. Our First Amendment won’t allow for it.

The legislation before you is fully consistent with the First Amendment and the Ohio Constitution. It does not
impact anyone’s freedom of expression, freedom of assembly, or freedom of religion. It does impact actions
they take. They can hate in their heart all they want. But the moment that hate moves to harassment, to
persecution, or to violence, this definition, ALREADY in use here in Ohio since 2022, and used in 37 states across
the country, and in 47 countries around the world, will help law enforcement and prosecutors as they
investigate and prosecute crimes.

Yes, there has to be a crime for this legislation to be relevant.

Let’s take an example. Someone could stand at a rally outside the Statehouse and they could say the most
hateful things about Jewish people. Such hatred, while disgusting, is fully protected by the First Amendment.

But, if that hatemonger then went and committed a crime against a Jewish person, a police officer or
prosecuting attorney could use this definition of Jew-hatred to understand if antisemitism was a motivating
factor in this case.
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That’s all this does. It helps us define antisemitism, and by defining it, to understand if it is the underlying bias in
a crime.

A Simple Fix, Aligning Ohio and Federal Policy, and Codifying the State’s Existing Executive Order

The legislation before you, however, can work here. It can, and it does. It is used in dozens of other states,
across the federal government, and it has been used in Ohio since 2022 when Governor DeWine signed it into
effect with an executive order.

We are aligning state and federal policy. This legislature does that all the time on various issues, including
recently, on tax policy. We are simply asking the General Assembly to align Ohio’s protections against Jew-
hatred with those at the federal level. And, because it’s already applicable here by executive order, it’s a simple
matter of codification into the Ohio Revised Code.

Ensuring First Amendment Rights While Still Protecting Against Hate and Allowing for Policy Critique of Israeli
Actions

I’d like to close by raising one other matter. You have heard from opponents in the past who have raised issues.
They claim this legislation will impact their free speech. But opponents have not been able to cite even one
single case in the United States where that’s happened. No one is in jail, no one has been arrested solely for
having a nasty thought or saying something despicable.

And, opponents claim, this legislation will stifle their ability to criticize Israeli government policies with which
they disagree. Again, no such case exists in the United States.

Looking to other countries which have adopted this definition, the opposite is true. Ireland’s current
government is the most anti-Israel in the West today. They adopted this definition and just days later their
leader condemned Israel in the harshest of terms. He's still serving. He hasn’t been censured, impeached,
recalled, or arrested.

Australia, Canada, Germany, the United Kingdom have all adopted this definition, and they have all adopted the
use of this definition. Each has had significant policy and political disagreements with Israel’s government.
They, and their citizens, have made such disagreements clear as day. Again, not one arrest or other punishment.

Finally, Israel itself is a signatory to this definition. It is also a vibrant democracy where elected leaders and
citizens alike openly criticize government policy. No one’s been arrested for it.

Conclusion and Next Steps

You'll hear quite a lot about this legislation. Much of it will be misinformation at best, and blatant propaganda
at worst. But here’s the truth: failure to define antisemitism paves the way for the kind of deadly violence we
saw in Australia. And every state, indeed every country where this legislation is adopted, retains a vibrant civic
debate. No one loses any rights for thinking or speaking. They risk arrest and prosecution when they act, but
that is already the case. All this legislation does is help us to understand the motive behind their criminal act.

It’s already in use by the federal government, and it’s already a state executive order. All we ask that you do is
codify it.
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Doing so sends a message to those who would bring the deadly terrorism seen elsewhere here. Please report
out this definition. Thank you. As always, we are ready to answer any questions.
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