
I am speaking against proposed Ohio bill SB 87, which claims to protect Jewish communities, 
but is actually a political weapon designed to silence criticism of Israel and criminalize 
Palestinian advocacy. 

Concerns, I have, include: 

• It uses a vague and politically motivated definition of antisemitism, such as “Applying 
double standards to Israel” or “Claiming that Israel is a racist endeavor”. 

• It would allow peaceful protests, student activism, and public statements critical of 
Israel to be labeled as hate crimes. If a group of people peacefully protests Israeli 
policies, they could be accused of inciting hate based on religion or ethnicity. 

• It links criticism of Israel to criminal behavior, making it easier for the government to 
target and shut down Palestine solidarity movements. 

• It would limit academic freedom by discouraging open discussion on Israeli policies, 
Israeli apartheid, settler colonialism, or human rights violations. It would silence 
Palestinian voices in schools and universities. 

• It could set a precedent for silencing other social justice movements. If speech about 
Israel is criminalized, what prevents the government from expanding these laws to 
suppress other forms of descent? 

Sincerely, 

Peggy Gish 
13206 Dutch Creek Rd. 
Athens, OH 45701 


